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The Madison, WI Rotary News for Sept. 28, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
Oct. 3 Rotary Meeting Park Hotel 

Rotary International General Secretary John Hewko 
   Join us next week, October 3, at the Park Hotel, when Rotary International General Secretary John 
Hewko will share his personal Rotary story, what it’s like to lead Rotary, and what’s next after the End 
Polio Now campaign.   
   From 2004 to 2009, Hewko was vice president for operations and compact development for the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), a U.S. government agency established in 2004 to deliver 
foreign assistance to the world’s poorest countries. At MCC, he was the principal United States 
negotiator for foreign assistance agreements to 26 countries in Africa, Asia, South America, the 

Middle East, and the former Soviet Union. During his tenure, he completed the negotiation of assistance agreements 
totaling $6.3 billion to 18 countries for infrastructure, agriculture, water and sanitation, health and education projects. 
   Hewko has been a public policy scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, an adjunct professor of 
law at Georgetown University, and a visiting scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.    
   Hewko holds a law degree from Harvard University, a master’s degree in modern history from Oxford University and a 
bachelor’s degree in government and Soviet studies from Hamilton College in New York.  
   As general secretary, Hewko leads a diverse staff of 800 at Rotary International’s World Headquarters in Evanston, 
Illinois, and seven international offices. Hewko is a Paul Harris Fellow. He and his wife, Margarita, live in Evanston. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 
 

Political Candidate Appearances 
   Since members have been asking about appearances by candidates, we wanted you to know the background and what to 
expect during this election season.   
   Our Program Committee has been able to schedule Attorney General candidate Josh Kaul for October 24 th.  While 
Attorney General Brad Schimel was invited to appear jointly or on a separate date, his campaign office declined our 
invitation.  Per our board policy, we will offer Schimel’s office to have his campaign materials at our meeting on October 24 th 
when Kaul appears.   
   We have also asked candidates in other major races, Governor and United States Senator, to appear but none would 
commit to appear either jointly or individually.   
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Straight Talk on Civil Discourse 
   Rotary’s Sept 26 guest speaker, Michael Schuler, asked, “Is there is an antidote to toxic talk?”   
   Schuler recently retired as senior minister of the First Unitarian Society of Madison.   
   Researchers gather data, test hypothesis, operate on provisional truths, demanding scientists have open minds.  
However, even scientist succumb to civil discourse.  Debate over what killed dinosaurs is one example.  
   The book, “Politics of Resentment” by Kathy Cramer documents this resentment.  People in common conversation treat 
each other like enemies, even in rural America known for niceness.  Cramer contends political leaders are often to blame for 
our divided experience.  For example, trash talk, and rowdy events held by Trump’s campaign where dissenters were 
ejected.  “This is fun,” Trump said.  We are receptive to this bravado. 
   Rural citizens interviewed by Kramer felt their communities were losing to urban communities, despite data showing 
otherwise.  Perception matters, and politicians exploit this.  Polls focus on winning and losing, so voters overinvest in 
winning.  We need to focus less on winning and focus more on what government is doing for everyone. 
  Schuler outlined strategies to increase the quality of our conversations: 

1. Step out of our comfort zone.  Invite interaction with people who don’t share your moral narrative.       
2. Think like a good scientist.  Hold your ideas as a tentative theory rather than a final fact.  Apparently, it could well be, 

it seems, are all good phrases to use.   
3. Be more curious.  Ask more questions rather than share your convictions.     
4. Be patient.  Sit with discomfort until you have more clarity.   
5. Become more self-aware.   Is your tone inviting or challenging? 

   Michael Schuler served 30 years as senior minister of First Unitarian Society of Madison, one of the largest UU churches 
in North America. 
   Our thanks to Michael Schuler for speaking to our club this week and to Valerie Renk for preparing this review article.  If 
you missed our meeting this week you can watch the video here.      
 

Coffee Connections Continue at Park Hotel 
   As a reminder, we started “Coffee Connections” on September 26, and the Park Hotel will continue to set-
up an area just inside of our meeting room for any members who want to arrive early to have a cup of 
coffee and connect with other members.  This area will be set up by 11 am each week with a few 
tabletops where you can stand and have conversations each week before our meeting begins.  We hope you 
find this a convenient way to make connections with other members. 

 

New Website Videos 
   Our club’s new website was launched earlier this month.  Rotary member Paul Ranola 
produced three short membership videos that appear on the home page of our 
website.  During our luncheon on September 26, we highlighted the first video which helps 
potential members better understand expectations of membership in our club.  Check out our 
new website at www.rotarymadison.org and watch this “Will I get business?” video.  Please 
consider sharing this video and all the other videos on our club’s homepage with someone 
who you think would be a good candidate for membership in our club. 

 
 
 

Reminder: Swarsensky Humanitarian Award Nominations Due in Rotary office 
Oct. 1.   The award nomination form can be downloaded from our website:   

https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Swarsensky%20Nomination%20FILL%20IN%20Form%202018.docx 
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Know A High School Student Who Would Like to Spend 2019-20 Abroad?  
   Our Rotary District is seeking area high school students interested in traveling abroad for the 2019-20 
academic year.  Eligible students cannot be younger than 15½  on August 1, 2019; not older than 18½ on 
August 1, 2019; and must have a minimum of 2.75 GPA or student ranking in the top 50% of their class. 
  For more detailed information, visit:  https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50254/page/rotary-youth-exchange-
(outbound).  The deadline to apply is October 15, 2018. 

 
Susan Schmitz Receives 2018 Mitch Javid Award 
   In 2014, the Member Development Committee developed a new award to 
recognize a member who is sponsoring new members into our club since this 
is crucial for the future of our club.  The award is named the Mitch Javid Award 
in honor of a distinguished member, and it annually recognizes the member 
who has served as the primary sponsor to the most new members for the past 
3 years--and who are still in our club.   
   For those who do not know Mitch Javid for which the award is named, Mitch 
has been in our club since 1968 and has sponsored 56 members and co-
sponsored another 10 members.  This distinguished and very busy member 
who was chair of the UW Department of Neurosurgery says, “I love Rotary.  It 
is very dear to me. I believe in it and so I want to share it with other good 
people.”  Mitch received the first award in 2014, Rob Stroud in 2015 and Dora 
Zuniga in 2016. 
   Susan Schmitz was introduced as this year’s recipient at our Rotary 
meeting on September 26. Susan was also the recipient in 2017.  Susan has 
served as the primary sponsor to 5 new members since July of 2015.  
   Susan has been in our club since 1989 and retired last December as 

president of Downtown Madison.  Susan is a past president of our club and has served in many other roles.  She continues 
to be active with our Member Development Committee and works to continue to bring new members into our club.  
Congratulation Susan on receiving this year’s Mitch Javid Award! 
 

Mitch Javid Recognizes Late Frederic Mohs with Paul 
Harris Fellow   

   On the occasion of this year’s Mitch Javid Award presentation, Mitch Javid 
wanted to recognize his friend, the late Dr. Frederic Mohs, whom he 
sponsored into Rotary membership 34 years ago. As mentioned above, 
Mitch has sponsored or co-sponsored 66 members of our club, and he is 
proud of each and every member he has brought into Rotary.  He is still 
working on working on trying to get his successor, the renowned Dr. 
Dempsey, to join our club. 
   Dr. Mohs was a harder sell for Rotary because he did not take time for 
lunch, but in 1984, Dr. Mohs made time for Rotary and was committed to our 
club for 18 years.  Dr. Mohs, father of current club member Fred Mohs, was 
a member of our club from 1984 and passed away in 2002.  He was a well-
known surgeon who developed a treatment for skin cancer known as the 
Mohs surgery.  Frederic was a close friend of Mitch’s, and the two of them have received recognition for their very 
distinguished work in the medical field.  Mitch wanted to recognize his friend with a memorial gift in order to present Dr. 
Mohs with a Paul Harris Fellow.   

Club President Jason Beren pictured here with 
Susan Schmitz 

Fred Mohs accepts the certificate at our meeting 
and is pictured with his wife, Mary. 
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   Our thanks to Mitch Javid for his thoughtful gift of $1,000 to The Rotary International Foundation as a way to remember 
his friend, Dr. Frederic Mohs, on the occasion of this year’s Mitch Javid Award presentation date. 
 

As a participant, you will… 

 Be prepared to answer the question, “Why Rotary?” 
 Be inspired to build membership, enhance public image, and do humanitarian service through The Rotary 

Foundation 
 Understand the value of being a Rotarian 
 Be inspired to be a part of Rotary’s Public Image campaign, People of Action 
 Be the Inspiration, living out Rotary’s theme for 2018-19 
 Take home a One Rotary Toolkit for use in your club  

Check in starts at 5:30 pm, and the program runs from 6:00 to 8:30 pm.  Food and beverages will be provided 
during the meeting.  There is no fee, but please contact the Rotary office at 255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to register by October 1. 

 
 

                      Members in the News 
 Congratulations to Christine Beatty who recently received the 2018 ACE Award at the WI Aging 

Resources Conference and a Service Award from the WI Association of Senior Centers for 30+ years of 
service. 

 Jess Cavazos, Juan Lopez & Oscar Mireles were pictured in an article titled, “The Latino Consortium 
for Action: United we Stand!”   TCCH 9/17 

 

 

October 17, 2018 – 6:00 – 8:30 pm 
Warner Park Community Center, Community Room #1 
1625 Northport Drive in Madison 
   Members are invited to attend this event on October 17th from 6:00 to 8:30 pm at 
the Warner Park Community Center. 
  Why attend?  A much-used description of Rotary these days is “Join Leaders, 
Exchange Ideas, Take Action”.  Well, this is a chance to help lead your club in 
some fashion, by joining leaders, hearing ideas from other clubs, and taking them 
back to your own club.  In the process, you may well help another Rotary club by 
explaining how your club does something that they find interesting.  In short, this is 
not a chance to sit on your rear and listen to speaker after speaker.  It’s a chance to 
talk with others in a structured session, and then rotate to two more similar sessions 
with different people.  At the end of the session, we will have about a half hour to 
“shop” as you review many ideas from other tables you might not have heard, but 
you can read them off posters, and if necessary get a quick explanation, and take 
them back to your club. 
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 Dawn Crim was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Overture Community Board Officers 
Announced.”    Dawn has been named chair of Overture’s Community Advisory Board.  TCCH 9/17 

 Mark Greene was pictured and quoted in an article about people overcoming unusual obstacles to 
found a company or switch industries in a “career 180.” Entrepreneur Magazine Sept 18   

 Kristen Roman was pictured in an article titled, “UW South Madison Partnership Community 
Celebration: Bonding with Community.”  TCCH 9/17 

 

                  Happy Birthday! 
 Sept. 30 -- Bill White -- Adm. Date:  10/04/2006   Consulting.  WhiteFish Partners, LLC       

 Oct. 2 -- Kristen Roman -- Adm. Date:  03/02/2016   Government-State.  University of Wisconsin-
Madison Police Dept.       

 Oct. 3 -- Ann Cardinale -- Adm. Date:  10/06/2004   Real Estate.  FirstWeber Group, Inc.  Sgt-at-Arms 
2010-11     

 Oct. 4 -- Amanda White -- Adm. Date:  09/06/2017   Consulting.  Amanda White Consulting       

 Oct. 5 -- Mike Crane -- Adm. Date:  10/03/2012   Communications.  Wisconsin Public Radio    Formerly 
Rotarian at Orlando, FL 2006-07  PHF 

 Oct. 6 -- Stephen Ehlke -- Adm. Date:  01/09/2013   Judiciary.  Dane County Circuit Court       

 Oct. 6 -- Gerry Ring -- Adm. Date:  08/01/1973   Real Estate.  Park Towne Development Corporation  
Director 1982-84    PHF 

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Berney, Dawn at South 8/6; Bonsett-Veal, John at Oregon 9/11; Crane, Mike at Milwaukee 9/17; Franzen, Mike at 
Horizons 9/11; Kazamias, Valerie at Athens, Greece 9/4; Paterson, Kari at Horizons 9/11; Riehemann, Paul at 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa 9/4/; Schmidt, Kristin at Hartland-Lake Country 9/14; Sereno, Jennifer at WT-
Middleton 9/14; Wilson, Mike at Horizons 9/11 
  
Guest List for Sept. 26, 2018 
Kelly Crocker, Douglas Wadkins, Nancy Schuler & Trina Schuler of Program Committee; Juliet Aylward, B.J. 
Longley & Mary Mohs of Mitch Javid; Bob Calder of John Braden; Peter Hans of Dan Larson; Mike McCabe of 
Tom Popp; Howard Kidd of Margaret Murphy; Eric Knight of Victor Rodriguez  
 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

09/27/2017 485 366 351 (124) 95.90% 

09/26/2018 480 372 403 (162) 108.33% 
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