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The Madison, WI Rotary News for Oct. 19, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
Oct. 24 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Attorney General Candidate Josh Kaul with WisEye 
Moderator Steve Walters   
   Join us next Wednesday, October 24, at the Park Hotel when our 
club will hear from Attorney General candidate Josh Kaul.  This 
program will be moderated by WisconsinEye’s Steve Walters.    
   Kaul served as a federal prosecutor in Baltimore, one of America’s 
most violent cities. There, Josh worked closely with law enforcement 
on complex investigations and saw the impact that crime can have. 
He prosecuted murderers, gang members, and drug traffickers, taking dangerous 
criminals off the street and making communities more secure. 
   Kaul grew up in Oshkosh and Fond du Lac, where he attended public schools. He played fullback on his high school 
football team and first base on the baseball team. Kaul’s mom, Peg Lautenschlager, spent much of her career working as a 
prosecutor, and his step-dad, Bill Rippl, was a police officer. 
   He went to college at Yale, where he met his wife, Lindsey. He majored in history and economics and graduated with 
honors. He then attended Stanford Law School, where he served as President of the Stanford Law Review. 
   Kaul began his legal career as a law clerk to Judge Michael Boudin, who was then the Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the First Circuit. After his clerkship, he worked for Jenner & Block in Washington, D.C. 
   He and Lindsey have two sons. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 

 
While Attorney General Brad Schimel was invited to appear jointly or on a separate date, his campaign office declined our 
invitation.  Per our board policy, we have offered Schimel’s office to have his campaign materials at our meeting on October 
24th when Josh Kaul appears.   

 
Lessons from Business Empress Martha Matilda Harper 
   Rotary and Martha Matilda Harper both want to make the world a better place, said October 17 Rotary speaker Jane Plitt.  
Plitt highlighted how Harper, a poor Canadian servant for 25 years, became the American pioneer of modern retail 
franchising with 500 Harper Method Hair shops around the world catering to world royalty, US presidents, along with 
suffragettes.     
   Harper was born in Canada and put into servitude at age 7.  As she grew, she learned several business lessons. 
   Dream. She dreamed of success and marrying, although marriage would not release her from being a servant.   
   Stick to your Goals.  Her last employer was kind. He taught her about a product he designed to make hair stronger.  On 
his death bed, he bequeathed her the hair tonic formula.  With that formula, she believed she has the passport to change 

Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 October 31 
Derek Kindle 
Financial Literacy and the 
Crisis of Student Financial 
Aid 

 November 7 
Stu Levitan 
Madison in the Sixties 
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her life.  She moves to Rochester, New York, home to suffragists, entrepreneurs, and Quakers, a hot bed of activists. With 
about $300 in savings, she’s denied a building lease, until hiring a lawyer.   
    Capitalize on Your Assets. Her floor length hair, pictured on the door, drew in mothers of piano students from next door.  
She offered them chairs, then drew them into to hear about her hair tonic. 
    Understand and Delight the Customer.  Harper created the first reclining barber chair; this meant no soap in 
customers’ eyes and clothes were protected.   
    Create Buzz.  Famous customers such as Grace Coolidge and Bertha Palmer kicked off her fame.  Bertha drew her to 
open a second store in Chicago.   
    Commit the Customer.  Harper asked Palmer to come back with a list of 25 friends on a petition for her to come to 
Chicago.   
    Thinking Outside the Box.  Today we call this franchising, from the French “free yourself from servitude.”  After success 
franchising, she rethinks her anti-male beliefs and marries at 63 to a 39-year-old. She ends up with 500+ shops, two in 
Madison, five training schools, one also in Madison, and two manufacturing centers.     
    Treat Your Staff Well.  She advised franchisees to start staff meetings listening.  She believed it important to celebrate 
achievements.   
    In 1935, when Fortune Magazine was saying “a woman’s place is not in the executive chair,” Harper was proving she 
could make real money and success for her organization and her franchisees.  
   Our thanks to Jane Plitt for speaking to our club this week and to Valerie Renk for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed out meeting this week, you can watch the video here.      
 

 Madison Rotary Foundation Thanks Contributors 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks the 

following for their generous contributions in memory of Max Gaebler:  Nelson Cummings and Karl Gutknecht. 
 

Community Grant Applications Now Available 
   Peter Cavi, chair of our Community Grants Committee this year, announces that community grant application materials for 
this year are ready, and the forms are now available on our club’s website.  You can access the materials here.   
  We encourage members to help get the word out to local non-profits, and recommend that they take a look at our application 
materials to see if it might be a good fit to apply for funding.  
Here is the timeline for our annual grant process:   

 The deadline for submitting grant applications is November 30 to the Rotary office.   

 The committee reviews applications in December and makes visits to organizations in January. 

 Our committee will make recommendations to our Club Board of Directors by early March, and our Madison Rotary 
Foundation will make final decisions on funding in mid-March.      

   The money generated for this grants program comes primarily from our annual fund drive which begins next month, so please 
be generous in your giving during the fund drive!  We also have 5% of a three-year average of the market value of our General 
Endowment Fund to be used for our grants program.  
   We anticipate awarding about $150,000 in community grants in addition to the $50,000 that is being designated for year two of 
our large impact project with One City Schools.  In 2019, we will distribute a $100,000 grant to One City Schools, and this grant 
is designated for the community room as part of the school’s renovation project.  We are also connecting with the school to 
develop volunteer projects for our club members.   
   Please share the link to the application materials with local nonprofits you know and let them know the deadline of November 
30th.  If you have questions, feel free to contact the Rotary office. 
 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wkx-3i3eEmw&feature=youtu.be
https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Community%20Grant%20Application%20Form%20and%20Materials%202018%2019.docx
https://rotarymadison.org/wp-content/forms/Community%20Grant%20Application%20Form%20and%20Materials%202018%2019.docx


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 3 of 4 
 

 

Additional Website Video    
   Last week, we finished viewing our three new website videos created by Rotarian Paul 
Ranola.  There is one additional short video which President Jason Beren shared with 
members this week entitled “Why Rotary?” which is appropriately placed within the “Why 
Rotary?” section of our website.  One of the great things about Rotary is the willingness of 
other clubs to share materials.  This video was found by President Jason on the Cincinnati 

Rotary Club’s website.  We contacted them, and they shared the video.  Thanks to our member Brian Basken who was 
able to adjust the video with Madison information at the end including acknowledgement of the Cincinnati Rotary Club.   
   We hope you have enjoyed these videos, and remember to use them as tools when you are recruiting new members for 
our club. 

 
12 Nominees Announced for Club Director 2019-21 Term 
  This year’s Director Nominating Committee announces 12 members who have agreed to place their names in 
nomination for the six openings on our club board of directors for a two-year term starting July 1, 2019.  The nominees are:      

 

                           
Joyce Bromley   Sara DeTienne  Mike Engelberger  Kevin Hoffman   Paul Hoffmann   Teresa Holmes 

 

                 
Ron Luskin     Mark Moody     Haley Saalsaa          Lynne Sexten       Scott Strong     Ken Yuska 

 
   Our nominees will be individually introduced at upcoming Rotary luncheons, and photos and biographies of each 
candidate will appear in our November 9 newsletter.   
   It is truly an honor for these 12 members to be placed in nomination, and we thank them for allowing their names to be put 
forward.  On November 14, the membership will select six of these leaders as new club directors.   
   The newly elected 6 members will join the following 7 continuing members:   

 

                                       
Jason Beren  Jorge Hidalgo   Andrea Kaminski   Stacy Nemeth   Beth Prochaska   Jeff Tews      Nasra Wehelie 

 
   Our club bylaws also provide for the possibility of additional nominations.  “Any twenty voting members may nominate an 
additional candidate or candidates.  Such nominations shall be in writing, signed by the members making them and filed 
with the Secretary at least fourteen days prior to the election” (by October 31). 
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Program Survey   
   We know that speakers are an important part of our weekly Rotary luncheons.  Members received 
an email on October 1 from the Rotary office with a link to our annual program survey.  It’s your 
opportunity to provide input into the types of topics and speakers our Program Committee 
schedules, and the survey will only take a few minutes.   The deadline for completion of the 
survey October 22, and our Program Committee will report the results to us next month. 

 
 

Members in the News 
 Curt Brink was quoted in an article titled, “13-story tower proposed for E. Wash.”  WSJ 10/10 

 Oscar Mireles was mentioned in an article titled, “The musical architect.”  Isthmus 10/11   
 

 
Happy Birthday! 
 Oct. 21 -- Marci Henderson -- Adm. Date:  5/2/2012   Community Services.  Girl Scouts of WI, 

Badgerland Council    Former member Syracuse, NY 2000-01  PHF 

 Oct. 21 -- Laura Peck -- Adm. Date:  4/5/2000   Law.  Axley Brynelson, LLP  Director 2007-09; MRF 
President 2005-06.    PHF (2) 

 Oct. 21 -- Ernie Stetenfeld -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2018   Community Services.  Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul       

 Oct. 21 -- Charles Tubbs, Sr. -- Adm. Date:  11/6/2013   Consulting.  Dane Cty Emergency Mgmt  
Director 2016-18     

 Oct. 22 -- Joan Ziegler -- Adm. Date:  10/7/2015   Professional Design.  ZDA Inc.       

 Oct. 24 -- Nate Brand -- Adm. Date:  2/21/1979   Consulting.  Nathan F. Brand  Director 1989-91; MRF 
President 2009-10 & 2010-11  100% attendance since 2/21/1979    PHF (14) 

 Oct. 27 -- Kathy Blumreich -- Adm. Date:  9/5/2018   Financial Institutions.  Monona Bank    Former 
Rotarian at Neenah 2017-18   

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Bromley, Joyce at Lake Mills 10/9; Savino, Jen at West 10/12; Smith, Larry at Horizons 10/16; Trone, Carole at Lake Mills 
10/9 
 

Guest List for Oct. 17, 2018 
Michelle Drea of Mike May; Susan Crawford of Stephen Ehlke; Kristie Schilling of Charles McLimans; Dylan Rindo of  
Anthony Gray; Rachel Laubmeier or Kristen Roman 

 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

10/18/2017 490 375 385 (147) 102.67% 

10/17/2018 480 359 306 (85) 85.24% 
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