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The Madison, WI Rotary News for Oct. 12, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
Oct. 17 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Jane Plitt:  Discover the Lessons from 
Forgotten Business Empress Martha Matilda 
Harper 
   In the 19th and early 20th centuries, Martha Matilda Harper 
transformed her life and the lives of thousands of others with 
innovativeness, entrepreneurial know-how, and a commitment to 
help poor women.  At next week’s Rotary meeting on October 17, 
guest speaker, Jane Plitt, will highlight how Harper, a poor Canadian servant for 25 
years, became the American pioneer of modern retail franchising with 500 Harper 
Method Hair shops around the world catering to world royalty, US presidents, the rich 
and famous, along with suffragettes.   
   Jane Plitt ran a thriving business consulting practice until she became enthralled with 
the Martha Matilda Harper story.  In 1996, she was appointed as a Visiting Scholar to the 
University of Rochester to pursue her research, and the result was a book entitled, 
Martha Matilda Harper and the American Dream: How One Woman Changed the Face of 
Modern Business.  It was released for publication in 2000, and, as a result of Plitt’s 
efforts, Harper was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame along with the American Business Hall of Fame.  In 
2017, Plitt released a young children’s book entitled, Martha’s Magical Hair, and in 2018, Plitt co-wrote a young adult 
version of the Harper story, Martha the Hairpreneur, with Sally Valentine.  
   A 1969 graduate of Cornell University’s School of Industrial & Labor Relations, Plitt was directly hired as Rochester 
Telephone’s staff assistant in labor relations and was the company’s first female management trainee.    
   This year, Plitt and her husband were recognized for the Spirit of Manatee Leadership Award presented by the Manatee 
Community Foundation in Bradenton, Florida, and she has been recognized for being a Woman of Achievement by the 
AAUW - Bradenton Chapter.   In 2017, she received the Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award.     
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

BOOK SALES: Copies of the following books by Jane Plitt will be on sale (cash, check or credit card) next week: Martha Matilda 
Harper and the American Dream, Martha the Hairpreneur and Martha’s Magical Hair.  Proceeds of these book sales will benefit our 
Madison Rotary Foundation.    

 
 
 

Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 October 24 
Attorney General 
Candidate Josh Kaul 
with WisEye Moderator 
Steve Walters 
(See Sept 28 R/N about 
candidate scheduling)   

 October 31 
Derek Kindle 
Financial Literacy and the 
Crisis of Student Financial 
Aid 

 November 7 
Stu Levitan 
Madison in the Sixties 
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“…Like a Bridge Over Troubled Water” 
   This week’s Rotary meeting opened with the singing of Simon & Garfunkel’s Bridge Over Troubled Water, a suitable lead-
in to UW-Madison Professor Emeritus Ken Potter’s presentation, “Responding to Increasing Yahara Lakes Flood Risk.”   
   Professor Potter pointed out that this past summer was the “wettest summer since I came here over forty years ago.”   
   He said that what he called “extreme rainfall” is only one aspect of alleviating flooding risks in Dane County.  Urbanization 
is even a more important factor, he said, pointing out that in 2017 there was twice as much development in the Yahara 
Lakes watershed as there was in 1970.  “But most of the Yahara Lakes watershed is not yet developed,” he said, and made 
the case that we need to oversee more thoughtful development that will improve water movement in the area.  “We are not 
going to stop urbanization,” he said, “but we need to find ways to plan development more strategically.” 
   There are some state regulations and laws in place currently that are helpful, but Dr. Potter also pointed out that some 
state laws recently passed undermine efforts to control flooding.   
   In answer to a question of what we as individuals can do to help with flood control, Dr. Potter made some specific 
suggestions, including constructing rain gardens and moving downspouts to send water onto grass or a garden area and 
not onto a driveway.  The goal should be to “keep as much water as you can on your property.”   
   Our thanks to Dr. Potter for speaking to our club this week and to Jocelyn Riley for preparing this review article.  If you 
missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here.     
 

Community Grant Applications Now Available 
   Peter Cavi, chair of our Community Grants Committee this year, announces that community grant application materials for 
this year are ready, and the forms are now available on our club’s website.  You can access the materials here.   
  We encourage members to help get the word out to local non-profits, and recommend that they take a look at our application 
materials to see if it might be a good fit to apply for funding.  
Here is the timeline for our annual grant process:   

 The deadline for submitting grant applications is November 30 to the Rotary office.   

 The committee reviews applications in December and makes visits to organizations in January. 

 Our committee will make recommendations to our Club Board of Directors by early March, and our Madison Rotary 
Foundation will make final decisions on funding in mid-March.      

   The money generated for this grants program comes primarily from our annual fund drive which begins next month, so please 
be generous in your giving during the fund drive!  We also have 5% of a three-year average of the market value of our General 
Endowment Fund to be used for our grants program.  
   We anticipate awarding about $150,000 in community grants in addition to the $50,000 that is being designated for year two of 
our large impact project with One City Schools.  In 2019, we will distribute a $100,000 grant to One City Schools, and this grant 
is designated for the community room as part of the school’s renovation project.  We are also connecting with the school to 
develop volunteer projects for our club members.   
   Please share the link to the application materials with local nonprofits you know and let them know the deadline of November 
30th.  If you have questions, feel free to contact the Rotary office. 
 

New Website Video:  “What Is It Like To Be A Member?” 
   Our club’s new website was launched in September. Rotary member Paul Ranola produced three short membership 
videos that appear on the home page of our website. Continuing in our series of showing these short videos, on October 10, 
President Jason highlighted the third video which helps potential members know what it is like to be a member. 
   Check out our new website at www.rotarymadison.org and watch this “What Is It Like To Be A Member?” video, and use 
these videos as a tool to help recruit potential new members for our club.     
 

October Rotary District Newsletter   
The October edition of the Rotary District 6250 Newsletter, The District Dispatch, is 
now available.  Click the following link to read about happenings within our Rotary 
District:  http://www.rotary6250.org/currentnewsletter 
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Program Survey   
   We know that speakers are an important part of our weekly Rotary luncheons.  Members received 
an email on October 1 from the Rotary office with a link to our annual program survey.  It’s your 
opportunity to provide input into the types of topics and speakers our Program Committee 
schedules, and the survey will only take a few minutes.   The deadline for completion of the survey 
October 22, and our Program Committee will report the results to us next month. 

 

Rotary Motorcycle Fellowship Group Outing Oct. 18 
  This is the best weather for riding, and our Motorcycle Fellowship Group invites interested Rotarians to join them for the 
afternoon of Thursday, October 18th, for a 124 to 140 mile ride in the country. Route to be determined.  The group will meet 
in Middleton at noon.  Contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign-up. 
 

 Madison Rotary Foundation Thanks Contributor 
   The Board of Trustees of the Madison Rotary Foundation appreciates and thanks 

Nate Brand for his donation of $10,000 to our scholarship fund to honor his friend and business partner, John Petersen, 
who passed away on October 4th. 
 

Members in the News 
 Dawn Berney was quoted in an article about a study conducted about immigrants in Dane County.    

WSJ 10/1 

 Mike Carlson was interviewed about Gathering Waters:  Wisconsin’s Alliance for Land Trusts on 
Wisconsin Public Radio on October 3. 

 Allen Ebert was quoted in an article titled, “City youth arts center proposed.”  WSJ 10/1 

 Paul Hoffmann was quoted in an article about top banks in Madison.  WSJ 10/7 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 Oct. 14 -- Bob Block -- Adm. Date:  2/6/1985   Physician-Retired.   PHF (2) 

 Oct. 14 -- Jerry Thain -- Adm. Date:  6/3/1992   Colleges & Universities-Professional School.  UW Law 
School  Sgt.-At-Arms 2000-01, Director 2001-03    PHF (9) 

 Oct. 17 -- Dortz Dortzbach -- Adm. Date:  6/20/1973   Physician-Retired.   PHF 

 Oct. 18 -- Jim Davis -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2013   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired.         

 Oct. 18 -- Paul Riehemann -- Adm. Date:  2/5/2003   Government-State.  WI Dept of Revenue  Sgt. At 
Arms 2007-08; Director 2008-10; President 2011-12    PHF (2) 

 Oct. 18 -- Joe Sensenbrenner -- Adm. Date:  3/21/1990   Consulting.  Center for Resilient Cities  Director 
1997-99   PHF (2) 

 Oct. 19 -- Paul Fleer -- Adm. Date:  11/1/1972   Consulting-Retired.  PHF (2) 

 Oct. 19 -- Gregg McManners -- Adm. Date:  2/6/2013   Cultural Institutions.  Monona Terrace Community 
& Convention Center       

 Oct. 20 -- George Gialamas -- Adm. Date:  11/11/1974   Real Estate.  The Gialamas Company  Director 
1988-90     
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Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Lucas, Tom at South 8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27, 10/1 & 10/10 
 

Guest List for Oct. 10, 2018 
Steve Yamamoto of Mitch Javid; Bob & Jane Cramer of Mary Rouse; Nick Miller of Linda Baldwin; Dan Strum of 
Charles McLimans; Dave Merritt of Cheryl Wittke; Anna Sumpter of Bob Sorge   
 

Visiting Rotarian List for Oct. 10, 2018 
Harry Hamilton from Sun River, OR; Janine O’Rourke from Fitchburg/Verona 
 
Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

10/11/2017 490 367 334 (143) 91.01% 

10/10/2018 480 365 322 (111) 88.22% 
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