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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 November 14 
Everett Mitchell 
Standing Up for All 
Children: Reflections on 
Ms. Milele’s Call for 
Justice 

 November 21 
HOLIDAY WEEK 
NO MEETING; NO 
MAKEUP REQUIRED 

 November 28 
Maria White 
Embracing a Culture of 
Inclusion 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for November 2, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
November 7 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Stu Levitan:  Madison in the Sixties 
   Join us next week on November 7 at the Park Hotel when fellow 
Rotarian Stu Levitan will give an illustrated talk adapted from his 
new book, Madison in the Sixties, focusing on issues, events and 
personalities of special interest to Downtown Rotarians. 
   Stu has been a mainstay of Madison media and government since 1975. He is the 
author of Madison: The Illustrated Sesquicentennial History, Vol. 1; has written 
extensively for local and national newspapers and magazines; and produces the Madison 
in the Sixties podcast on WORT- FM.  
   Since 1989, he has chaired the Madison Community Development Authority, 
Landmarks Commission, Plan Commission, and several other city and nonprofit boards.   
   A graduate of UW-Madison Law School, he imposed industrial justice as a mediator- 
arbitrator for the Wisconsin Employment Relations Commission from 1987 to 2015.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are 
asked to contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by 
Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 

 
The University Book Store will sell copies of Stu’s book, Madison in the Sixties, immediately following our November 7 
luncheon at the Park Hotel at a cost of $30/book.  He will be available to sign your copy if you wish.  Our thanks to the 
University Book Store which will donate the proceeds from these book sales to our Madison Rotary Foundation. 

  

Financial Literacy for Today’s College Bound Students 
   Rotarians celebrated Halloween on Wednesday with a topic that frightens even hardened fans of horror movies -- college 
tuition. 
   Derek Kindle from the office of Student Financial Aid at the University of Wisconsin-Madison administers more than 
$450M in federal, state, institutional and private aid annually.  While the topic is often front and center in the press and on 
the minds of many parents, grandparents and college students, the reality can be far more complex than just headlines. 
College costs are rising while state support for higher education is on a steep decline.  Tuition and fees in the state of 
Wisconsin are slightly below average in the US and compared to neighboring states.  And while official data sources 
consistently report that those with a degree earn more on average than those without one, the question remains: How can 
students and families take advantage of the benefits education offers, but still manage the costs within their means.  
Annual family income for 39% of the 2018 undergraduates is less than $80,000 with half of that number falling under 
$39,000.  While 53% of UW undergraduates graduate without debt, the remaining students have an average student loan 
burden at graduation of $27,138.  So, what are the steps to mitigate the burden of education costs?   
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   Kindle says loud and clear that FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is the best place to start.  The 2020 
FAFSA applications are now available. The University spends considerable resources on communicating with counselors 
and high schools, youth organizations and directly with students across the state.  As part of that communication blitz, 
student aid advisors are also touting university aid programs. 
   New this year, “Bucky’s Tuition Promise” covers tuition and fees for Wisconsin students with family adjusted gross income 
below the state’s median income of $56,000. 
   The “Badger Ready Program” is for returning adults and veterans with 24 credits and a 2-year minimum break in 
attendance from an accredited institution. 
   How does UW look at the success with these programs?  Kindle shared two indicators: The freshmen retention rate is 
95.3% and the average time to earn a degree has been lowered significantly over the last few years to 4.03 years.   
Links to all the programs that were mentioned today are listed below.    

Badger Promise    https://financialaid.wisc.edu/types-of-aid/ftb/  
Bucky’s Tuition Promise   https://financialaid.wisc.edu/btp  
Chancellor’s &Powers-Knapp Scholars https://cspks.wisc.edu/  
PEOPLE Program   https://peopleprogram.wisc.edu/  

   Our thanks to Derek Kindle for speaking to our club this week and to Kay Schwichtenberg for preparing this review article.  
If you missed our meeting this week, you can watch the video here.   
 

Volunteer Nov. 20 To Help Put Together Baskets for Families in Need 
   Our Community Projects Committee invites Rotarians to join them for a volunteer event at the Goodman 
Community Center, 214 Waubesa Street on Madison’s east side on Tuesday, November 20, from 11:00am 
– 1:00pm, to help assemble baskets for families in need.  This shift will be devoted to turkey distribution, gym 
clean up and food pantry stocking.  To sign-up to volunteer for this event, contact the Rotary office at 608-
255-9164 or rotaryoffce@rotarymadison.org.    

 

12 Nominees Announced for Club Director 2019-21 Term 
  This year’s Director Nominating Committee announces 12 members who have agreed to place their names in 
nomination for the six openings on our club board of directors for a two-year term starting July 1, 2019.  The nominees are:      

 

                           
Joyce Bromley   Sara DeTienne  Mike Engelberger  Kevin Hoffman   Paul Hoffmann   Teresa Holmes 

 

                 
Ron Luskin     Mark Moody     Haley Saalsaa        Lynne Sexten     Scott Strong     Ken Yuska 

 
   Our nominees will be individually introduced at upcoming Rotary luncheons, and photos and biographies of each 
candidate will appear in our November 9 newsletter.   
   It is truly an honor for these 12 members to be placed in nomination, and we thank them for allowing their names to be put 
forward.  On November 14, the membership will select six of these leaders as new club directors.   
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   The newly elected 6 members will join the following 7 continuing members:   
 

                                       
Jason Beren  Jorge Hidalgo   Andrea Kaminski   Stacy Nemeth   Beth Prochaska   Jeff Tews      Nasra Wehelie 

 
   Members unable to attend the November 14 election can contact the Rotary office to obtain an absentee ballot: 608-255-
9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
 

 
Rotary Youth Exchange News 
    Brun Zulfi, our Rotary Youth Exchange student from Croatia who is now attending West 
High School, arrived in Madison in August, and he is currently staying with host parent 
Melanie Ramey. Brun provided members with an update during our October 31 Rotary 
luncheon about his activities since his arrival.  He attended a UW-Madison football game 
where he was surprised to find out that “in a game called football, the players don’t even 
use their feet!”  Brun also attended West High School’s Homecoming earlier this fall and 
was invited to Middleton High School’s Homecoming by another exchange student.  His 
presentation included a video of his travels to Boston to participate in the “world’s largest 
regatta” where he and the rowing team from West High School placed 4th out of 8.  We will 
be hearing more from Brun in the months to come.   

    

 
4th Annual Past President’s Dinner October 30 
Submitted by Susan Schmitz (1995–96) 

It was a grey rainy evening at the Madison Club, but you 
would have never known it if you joined the conversation 
with 20 past presidents (and two past district governors) 
of the Rotary Club of Madison! The conversation was 
bright, funny and greatly informative! Lots of sharing 
took place among the group that went back to 1974-75 
long before women joined our club (’87)—thank you past 
president Ted Long. Conversation about classification 
changes, speakers who did not do so well and many 
more happenings that should probably stay at the 
Madison Club! The stories demonstrated what an honor 
it is be be chosen by your fellow Rotarians to serve as 
president of our distinguished club for one year—we 
were all very appreciative for the opportunity. We want 

to thank past president Karl Wellensiek (2002-03) for organizing this fun event and allowing us to share all of our stories. 
Thank you, Karl and thank you, Rotary Club of Madison—we look forward to next year when Jason Beren will be on the 
invitation list!  
 
 

Moses Altsech and Brun Zulfi 
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   Members in the News 
 Christine Beatty was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Women of Industry: Beatty redefined  

senior services.”  InBusiness Oct 18 

 Deb Gilpin was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Women of Industry: Gilpin battles arrested 
development in kids.”  InBusiness Oct 18 

 Congratulations to Christine Beatty and Deb Gilpin who have been named among the 4th Annual 
Women of Industry winners.  They will be honored at an event on November 15. 

 Mary Romolino was interviewed on NBC Channel 15 on October 24 about Dane Changers’ new 
app which is an education tool being used to fight poverty in the Greater Madison area.   She was 
also quoted in an InBusiness article about turning gamers into doers with the new Dane Changers 
technology.  Oct 18 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 Nov. 7 -- Phil Blake -- Adm. Date:  10/6/1993   Brokerage & Investments.  Forecastle LP    Formerly  

              Rotarian at Missoula, MT & member of Club 1984-1987  PHF (3) 

 Nov. 7 -- Bobbie Sladky -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2007   Cultural Institutions.  Olbrich Botanical Gardens   PHF 

 Nov. 8 -- Erin Grunze -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2018   Community Services.  League of Women Voters of  
                           Wisconsin       

 Nov. 8 -- Tom Lucas -- Adm. Date:  5/27/1987   Government-State-Retired.    100% Attendance since 
5/27/1987    PHF (10) 

 Nov. 8 -- Parker Waller, Jr. -- Adm. Date:  9/2/2015   Health Services-Retired.    PHF 

 Nov. 9 -- Ann Neviaser -- Adm. Date:  5/4/2005   Hotels.  Neviaser Investments, Inc. & Johnson-Marion, Inc.      
PHF (4) 

 Nov. 10 -- Richard Entenmann -- Adm. Date: 12/4/2002  Community Services.  Asset Builders of America, 
Inc.       

 

Weekly Statistics 
 

Guest List for Oct. 31, 2018 
Lauren Klink, Greg Offerman & Jeff Wendorf of Program Committee; John Dreger of Jason Beren, Jerry Sternberg of Mary 
Rouse; Julie Schwab of Cheryl Wittke; Betty Mennenga of John Bonsett-Veal; Rod Heller of Amber Frantz; Dennis Rhodes 
of Dave Vitale; Joan Leffler of Rich Leffler; Nizer Jajow of Majid Sarmadi; Kaimani Alcord of Steve Goldberg; Shannon 
Ghere of Eric Salsibury; Kari Gribble & Erin Bykowski of Gary Klein; Elisa Robertson of Ann Lucky; Dena Outhouse of Scott 
Haumersen  
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

11/01/2017 497 388 410 (154) 105.67% 

10/31/2018 480 366 315 (86) 86.07% 
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