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Upcoming Program at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 June 20 
Annual Vocational 
Fellowship Luncheon 
Day at Various 
Locations 
NO MEETING AT 
PARK HOTEL 

 June 27 
Annual Changing of 
the Guard and Roast 
Program at ALLIANT 

 July 4 
HOLIDAY – NO 
MEETING 

 July 11 
Kevin Conroy 
The Role of Capital in 
Fueling Entrepreneurial 
Growth in Wisconsin 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for June 8, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

June 13 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Anthony Gray:   Ethical Fitness: Creating a 
Values Driven Culture 
   Ethical Fitness is a process through which organizations can 
operationalize their core values and empower their people. We're all 
familiar with the notion of right-versus-wrong decision-making, 
however what about right-versus-right? Join us next week, 
Wednesday, June 13, when fellow Rotarian Anthony Gray will talk 
about how the Institute for Global Ethics focuses its work. Ethical 
Fitness is a tool for defining core values, providing strategies to 
identify ethical dilemmas and demonstrating ways to resolve those dilemmas.  
   Anthony is President and Chief Executive Officer at the Institute for Global Ethics in Madison, 
Wisconsin. The country's oldest ethics think tank, the Institute's mission is to build a better, 
more ethical world by improving individual and organizational decision-making. 
   Anthony is married and has two children, and resides with his family in Madison. He received 
a JD degree from UW-Madison, an MAR degree in Ethics from Yale Divinity School, a BGS 
degree from the University of Connecticut, and is the recipient of several honorary awards.  
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to 
contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon 
(rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

 
Summerfest—Join Us For Our 50th Anniversary Celebration! 
   Bob Babisch, of Milwaukee’s famous Summerfest, shared the history and stories about the annual music festival held on 
Milwaukee’s lakefront park.  This year it runs for 11 days from June 27 to July 8 and is expected to draw 850,000, making it 
one of the largest music festivals in the world. 
   Summerfest started in July 1968 to bring Milwaukeeans together during a period of racial and civil strife and was modeled 
after the German Oktoberfest in Munich.  Initially, it was a city-wide event held at various public venues but was eventually 
consolidated at the current 75 acre lakefront site near downtown Milwaukee at a former Nike missile facility.  It is also the 
site of many ethnic festivals held during the summer. 
   Milwaukee World Festivals is the umbrella organization and has 43 full time and up to 2,500 seasonal staff.  Summerfest 
has gained a worldwide reputation for the excellence and variety of musical talent and performances.  The facilities have 
been consistently improved and upgraded to keep pace with the growing professionalism and standards of the live music 
performance industry.  Between 2005 and 2016 they invested $69.2 million in new stages, entry points, food venues, and 
facilities. 
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   Mr. Babisch gave us a quick overview of the business model and economics of Summerfest and the facilities.  First, they 
have many corporate sponsors that support and upgrade the performance stages and venues.  Without this support they 
would not be able to have first-class amenities and keep the base one-day ticket price at $21.  Second, one might assume 
that ticket prices provide the bulk of revenue used to run the enterprise.  However, in order to attract and incent the best 
talent, the performers usually receive up to 90% of the net revenue with a guaranteed minimum.  Although this exposes 
Summerfest to some risk, it helps attract the best headliners.  The bulk of the revenue and profit that accrues to Summerfest 
comes from the ancillary sales of food, beer and other beverages.  Their goal is to make Summerfest a people’s festival by 
keeping entry costs affordable and the standards high. 
   So, with 11 days, 11 stages and 12 hours of non-stop entertainment each day there should be something for everyone!   
   Our thanks to Bob Babisch for his presentation and to Kevin Hoffman for preparing this review article. If you missed our 
meeting this week, you can watch the video here.   
 

Meet Our New Members 
Deborah A. Biddle has been loaned the classification of Consulting and is owner of High Performance 
Development Solutions LLC.  Born in Waukegan, Illinois, she came to Madison in 2006 with her husband, 
Lloyd.  They live on Wynnwood Drive in Verona and have two adult sons. Debbie holds a bachelor’s degree 
in finance from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a master’s degree in business 
administration from Keller Graduate School of Management.  She is a member of the National Speakers 
Association and Madison Area Business Consultants.  She is also Myers-Briggs Type Indicator Certified 

Practitioner and writes the Mosaic Marketplace blog for InBusiness Magazine with an emphasis on diversity and inclusion. 
Her community service activities include serving on the Career Development Committee for United Way of Dane County; as 
president of Reasonable Service Ministries, Inc.; and as a board member and planning committee chair for Africasong, Inc.  
Debbie enjoys singing, painting and movies.  Ashley Powell and Renee Moe are her sponsors. 
 

John B. Braden has been loaned the classification of Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-
Retired and is Professor Emeritus of Agricultural & Consumer Economics at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign  where he also served as Associate Provost and in other administrative roles.  He was 
previously a member of the Urbana, Illinois, Rotary Club from 1986 - 1993.  John was born in Bloomington, 
Indiana, and came to Madison in 2017 with his wife, Linda.  They live on Ashbourne Lane in Fitchburg and 
have two adult daughters.  He holds a bachelor’s degree Summa Cum Laude in Economics from Miami 

University and an M.S., M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Agricultural Economics from UW-Madison.  He has served as a member 
of the Great Lakes Science Advisory Board and as president of the Universities Council on Water Resources.  John has 
received numerous awards from the University of Illinois, including the President’s Award from the Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association and the Warren A. Hall Medal from the Universities Council on Water Resources.  His favorite 
pastimes include road biking and reading.  His sponsors are Joyce Bromley and Ellsworth Brown. 
 

Ellen A. Carlson has been loaned the classification of Community Services and is Executive Director for 
Middleton Outreach Ministry.  She is originally from St. Paul, Minnesota.  Ellen and her husband, Michael, 
live on Oak Street and have two sons.  She received a bachelor’s degree in psychology with honors from 
UW-Madison.  Her community service involvement includes Leadership Greater Madison Class 22, and 
she is a founder of Kids Code Madison.  Ellen is co-creator and BLINK Grant Recipient of the 2014 
Community Art Project, "Where Are You Going?”  Spending time with friends and family, being involved in 

the community, and creating things are among her favorite pastimes.  Jeff Burkhart and Melanie Ramey are her sponsors. 
 
Tara L. Grays has been loaned the classification of Financial Institutions and is with the State Bank of 
Cross Plains.  She was born in Marshfield.  Tara now makes her home with her husband, Nick, and their 
son on Maple Grove Drive in Madison.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in finance from UW-La Crosse.  Tara 
serves on the South Central Advisory Council of the Wisconsin Women's Business Initiative Corporation 
and as Financial Secretary for Good News Lutheran Church. She volunteers for Gilda's Club and the United 
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Way of Dane County.  She enjoys playing volleyball & softball, disc golfing, golfing, and taking her dog to the dog park.  
Ashley Powell and Rebecca Prochaska are Tara’s sponsors. 

 
Carl B. Hampton has been loaned the classification of Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support and 
is the special assistant to the University of Wisconsin System president for diversity and inclusion.  He was 
born in Onadoga, New York, grew up in Chicago and now makes his home in the Regent Neighborhood in 
Madison.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from Stanford University and a JD degree from UW-Madison.  He is 
an active member of 100 Black Men of Madison and the State Bar of Wisconsin and serves on the Unity Point 

Health-Meriter Foundation Board of Directors.  His favorite pastimes include going to Badger sporting events live concerts 
and cultural festivals.  His sponsors are Ron Luskin and John Sims. 
 

Gini L. Hendrickson has been loaned the classification of Law and is an attorney with Murphy Desmond 
S.C.  Born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, she came to Madison by way of New York and Australia in 2013.  Gini 
holds a bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Environmental Studies with a specialty in Water 
Reclamation and a Juris Doctorate.  She is the chairperson of the Trust: Estate Group at Murphy Desmond. 
She is a member of numerous associations including the America Inns of Court, Dane County Bar 
Association, State Bar of Wisconsin and the American Bar Association.  She serves on the board of director 

for the Madison Benefits Council; on the advisory board of A Fund for Women; and is a volunteer for Will for Heroes.  Gini is 
an audiophile and weight lifter and enjoys movies and photography.  Sandy Morales and Neil Dinndorf are Gini’s sponsors. 
 

Invitation to Join in Next Ghana Trip 
   Join fellow Rotary Club of Madison members in Ghana tentatively 
planned for February of 2019 for 10 to 12 days (dates TBD) to visit our 
club’s Change HERstory Rotary International Project.  Learn about the 

culture, color and life in Ghana up close from Ghanaians.  Attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, June 13, at 
1:10 pm at the Park Hotel.  Learn details about the trip, ask questions, and hear from Rotarians who traveled to the project 
site in February 2018.  If you cannot attend the June 13 meeting but are interested in more details, advise the Rotary office 
at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
 

Madison Rotary Foundation Veteran’s Assistance Grants 
   In 2013, Phil and Kit Blake established an endowment fund within our Madison Rotary Foundation for area Veterans.  This 
fund was established by Phil and Kit because Phil knows first-hand the struggles he encountered as he attended college 
while serving his country.  Phil and Kit want to help ease the load for other veterans who are getting college degrees but 
who are running into a short-term expense issue.  The assistance can help relieve some stress and keep students focused 
on their studies. 
   The fund assists veterans who are in need of emergency funding for items such as rent, utility bills and unexpected 
medical bills as they juggle their schedules while attending college full time.  Students benefitting from the fund must have 
served at least two years of active duty in the military and who have been honorably discharged from active duty and who 
are currently attending a degree program at Madison College, Edgewood College or UW-Madison.  They form a great and 
deserving community need. The amount available for grants is based on the Foundation’s spending policy and is currently 
about $5,300 a year.   
   Our foundation has a volunteer committee of six Rotarians who review the applications in detail and make 
recommendations on the funding each year.  On June 6, MRF Veterans Assistance Committee Chair Mary Rouse 
announced this year’s Veterans Assistance Grants. This year, 5 veterans received much-needed assistance, and grants 
totaled $5,345. Among the recipients was Charles Monzon who served 20 years of active duty in the Air Force, serving in 
Korea and Iraq.  He is currently attending Edgewood College, and he attended our luncheon and talked about how 
meaningful the support was to him. 
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   The Madison Rotary Foundation Veterans Assistance Fund is set up to receive additional donations that would further 
help veterans who are attending college full time with emergency funding.  If you would like to learn more about the program 
or would like to make a donation, contact the Rotary office or Mary Rouse directly at mary.rouse@wisc.edu. 

 
Madison Rotary Foundation Thanks Contributors 
   On behalf of the Madison Rotary Foundation Trustees, we thank the following for 

their generous contributions:  In Memory of Jim Sullivan:  Nelson Cummings, Don Helfrecht and Oak Park Place Madison 
LLC.  In Memory of Bill Rock:  Nelson Cummings.  In Memory of Corinne Heath:  Moses Altsech. 

 
Action By Directors 
   The following, proposed as new members, were favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership 
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 

 

Name Organization Classification Sponsors 

Adam Powell You Move Me Business Services & Supplies Moses Altsech & Melanie Ramey 

Jonathan Lipp Formerly Full Compass Business Services & Supplies-Reitred Tom Popp & Mark Cantrell 

Susan Lipp Formerly Full Compass Business Services & Supplies-Reitred Tom Popp & Mark Cantrell 

 
Madison Rotary Foundation Presents: Should I Write My Own Obituary?  
If Not Me, Then Who Should Write It?  Learn More on June 15 
The I Will Society of The Madison Rotary Foundation and our club’s Transitions Fellowship Group 
invite you to hear from Rotarian Paul Fanlund, editor and publisher of The Capital Times, who will 

discuss:  “Should I Write My Own Obituary?  If Not Me, Then Who Should Write It?”  Friday, June 15, from 10 – 11:30 am, 
at the Park Hotel.  Coffee and rolls will be served.  Because of space limitations, advance reservations are needed. Please 
contact the Rotary office by June 5 at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to let us know that you plan to attend.  
 

Proposed Increase in Membership Costs 
   The income side of our club’s budget is generated primarily from the membership dues and meals.  We are basing our 
membership on 490.  We continue to work hard to hold all costs down and have a good track record for consistently staying 
within our annual budget.  However, for the next fiscal year, we propose an increase of $19 per member in dues per year 
which takes the dues from $352 to $371.  The primary reasons for this increase are to cover a Rotary International per 
member dues increase of $4 per member per year, website maintenance costs and staff salary increases.  In addition, 
effective July 1, the Park Hotel is increasing the room rental fee $50 per week. 
   For the meals portion, beginning July 1, we will be paying $18 per meal to the Park Hotel which is a 50 cents/meal 
increase.  This price will be in place for the next two years.  We will add the 4th of July as a week we do not meet-—in 
addition to not meeting the week of Thanksgiving and the two weeks at the end of the year, so our total meetings for the 
year will go from 49 to 48. With the increase of 50 cents per meal combined with the reduction of one meeting, the proposed 
increase in meals would total $6.50 per prepaid member per year. 
   The $19 proposed dues increase plus the $6.50 proposed meal increase totals $25.50 per prepaid member and would 
change the annual membership cost for regular paying members from $1,209.50 to $1,235.  This amount is billed semi-
annually. 
   The Budget & Finance Committee presented the proposed budget to the Club Board of Directors earlier this month, and 
they are recommending that the club membership approve the budget.  Anyone wishing to received the full proposed 
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budget and how it compares to the current year may contact the Rotary office, and there will also be copies at the back 
table at next week's meeting for anyone interested in reviewing it in more detail. 
   The proposed change in our dues and meals costs requires a membership vote, and we will ask for that vote on June 13. 
   We will continue to accept PayPal and credit card payments, and members will not be charged an additional fee for 
paying by credit card. 
   If anyone has questions, feel free to contact Budget & Finance Committee Chair Dan Larson, Treasurer Greg Frank, one 
of our board members or officers, or the Rotary office. 

 
Park Hotel Parking Rate Increases July 1 
    For members who park at the Park Hotel for our Wednesday luncheons, note that the rate will increase from $3 per 
vehicle per week to $5 per vehicle per week beginning July 1. 
 

Annual Vocational Fellowship Luncheon Day June 20 
This year’s Rotary Vocational Fellowship Luncheon Day will be held in place of our regular Rotary luncheon on 
Wednesday, June 20.  Members who signed up for one of the 13 locations received their confirmation notice this week.  If 
you did not sign up yet but would like to attend one of the luncheons, contact the Rotary office to see if there are any 
openings. 

 

Rotary Night at Madison Mallard’s Game Aug. 11 
   Join with other area Rotary Clubs for a Madison Mallard’s Game on Saturday, August 11th, for Rotary 

Night at the Duck Pond when the Mallard’s take on the Fond Du Lac Dock Spiders for a 6:05 pm game. 
   Ticket options are:  $10 for a reserved stadium seat and official Mallard’s hat; $20 for a reserved 
stadium seat and all you can eat ballpark food and soda; or $25 for a reserved stadium seat and all 

you can eat ballpark food and beer.  Tailgate begins when gates open at 4:30pm and goes until the start of the game at 
6:05pm. 
   Contact the Rotary office at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to reserve your tickets. 

 

Solicitations From Rotary International 
   Many members receive direct solicitations from The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International via email 
and mail, with a mailing sent to many members last week.  However, our club handles fundraising differently 
for the Rotary International Foundation, so we suggest you disregard any solicitation you receive directly 
from Rotary International. 
   Our Rotary Club has an annual fund drive each May to seek contributions to The Rotary International 

Foundation, and we just completed this year’s annual campaign.  This is the second year we now have an annual campaign 
instead of seeking contributions as part of our semi-annual dues billing. 
   Rotary International is set-up to work primarily with small clubs around the world, so they send direct solicitations out to all 
Rotarians around the world. They do not withhold their emails/mailings for clubs that manage their own fundraising 
campaigns for the international foundation. 
   We suggest that you disregard the emails and mailings sent directly from The Rotary International Foundation and 
concentrate on the annual campaign we hold each May to request your contribution to this worthy foundation which 
complements our local Madison Rotary Foundation. 
   Feel free to contact the Rotary office with any questions. 

 

Our Sympathies… 
 Eugenia Sherman Brown’s husband, Doug Brown, passed away on June 4.  We extend our condolences to 
Eugenia and to her family. 
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Happy Birthday to You! 
 June 10 -- Herman Baumann -- Adm. Date:  01/09/2013   Consulting-Retired. Sgt.-at-Arms 2017-18 

 June 10 -- Valerie Renk -- Adm. Date:  11/07/2012   Community Services.  Habitat for Humanity of 
Dane County       

 June 10 -- Courtney Searles -- Adm. Date:  10/07/2015   Financial Institutions.  Johnson Bank       

 June 10 -- Yigit Uctum -- Adm. Date:  01/09/2013   Accounting.  Wegner CPAs      PHF 

 June 11 -- Tom Carroll -- Adm. Date:  10/12/1994   Brokerage & Investments.  R.W. Baird & Co. Inc.       

 June 11 -- Karl Gutknecht -- Adm. Date:  01/07/1998   Business & Convention Development.  
Culture Ventures International  Director 2003-05; 100% Attendance since 1/7/1998    PHF (4) 

 June 13 -- Kari Paterson -- Adm. Date:  03/01/2017   Community Services.  Alzheimer’s 
Association, South Central Wisconsin       

 June 14 -- Dave Scher -- Adm. Date:  11/07/2012   Insurance.  D. Webster-Scher Agency, Inc.       

 June 15 -- Martha Casey -- Adm. Date:  10/11/1995   Colleges & Universities-Administration & 
Support-Retired.  PHF (3) 

 June 15 -- Melissa Fellows -- Adm. Date:  07/05/2017   Financial Institutions.  Associated Bank       

 June 16 -- Kathy Poi -- Adm. Date:  06/05/1991   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-
Retired.   PHF (2) 

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artist 
Kaminski, Andrea at Lincoln, NE 5/16  
 

Guest List – June 6, 2018 
Lena DeLaet of Program Committee; Linda Braden of John Braden; Chuck Monzon of Veterans Assistance Committee; Jill 
Pfeiffer & Eva Shiffrin of Jeff Burkhart; Daniel Bromley of Joyce Bromley; Joel Plant of Boris Frank; Ken Kraus of Bob 
Shumaker; Marlee Jorgenson of Melissa Fellows; Jeremy Kane of Community Projects Committee 
 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

06/07/2017 474 353 301 (80) 85.27% 

06/06/2018 507 393 328 (88) 83.46% 
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