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Upcoming Program at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 August 8 
Kaleem Caire 
Our Club’s 
Commitment to Ending 
the Achievement Gap 
in Madison’s Schools 

 August 15 
TR Loon 
Truly Remarkable 
Loon Comes to Rotary 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for July 27, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
August 1 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
James Edward Mills on National Parks – 
The Joy Trip Project 
“Closing the Gap” & Ensuring Access to Our 
Parks by Diverse Populations 
   As the U.S. population grows more urban and disconnected 
from the natural world, there is an expanding divide between 
those who spend time in the outdoors and those who do not. 
Join us next week, August 1, when guest speaker James Edward Mills will talk about the 
rising disparities of economic opportunity that still often fall along racial lines as people of 
color are disproportionately under-represented among those for whom outdoor recreation 
and environmental protection are priorities. This fissure, described by Mills as, "The 
Adventure Gap," is spreading to include others as well.   
   James Edward Mills is a freelance journalist who specializes in telling stories about outdoor recreation, environmental 
conservation, acts of charitable giving and practices of sustainable living. He has worked in the outdoor industry since 1989 
as a guide, outfitter, independent sales representative, writer and photographer. He is the author of the new book “The 
Adventure Gap: Changing the Face of the Outdoors”  and the co-writer/co-producer of the documentary film,  “An American 
Ascent.” 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

Saving and Improving Lives: One Drop at a Time 
   This week’s Rotary presentation by Ben Merens, a “storyteller” for the BloodCenter of WI Blood Research Center, was 
one where I left having learned amazing information about a subject of which I knew nothing.   
    Merens did indeed tell stories… 
    The young man at Verizon who had had a double lung transplant, survived, married his nurse and had a family.  Ricky 
owes his life to doctors like those at the BRI because blood research found a way to get the body to accept transplants.   
    Chaos, Merens describes, is what the blood system looks like and scientists determine what patterns do exist, how they 
are supposed to work and then find out how to fix things when they don’t.   
    BRI scientists patented a test to determine whether the regularly used blood thinners would work for a specific patient 
and if not, doctors could substitute a more effective blood thinner.   
    We watched with Merens as he described a heart being harvested and then rushed down the hall to transplant into a 
waiting patient.  The heart was successfully inserted…then the action stopped, and they waited. The heart, still in the open 
chest, began to beat.   
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   Merens described a WI Donor event when a mother spoke about the joy and sadness when she realized her son is living 
because another person’s child has died.  Then she said, he’s an active two-year-old being held by the mother of the donor 
who heard her child’s heart beat in the chest of my son.   
   We think about research being a scientific activity with words and practices that most of us don’t understand.  Merens 
brought the results of research into our hearts and minds at Rotary today.  And we do understand.   
   Our thanks to Ben Merens for speaking and to Linda Baldwin for preparing this review article.   If you missed our meeting 
this week you can watch the video here. 

 
Volunteer Opportunity: Wednesday, August 1, 2018  
   Our Community Projects Committee invites Rotarians 
to join them for a volunteer event on Wednesday, 
August 1, for Concerts on the Square featuring 
Baritone Jubilant Sykes.  We will meet at One City Schools and escort approximately 50 parents and 
children from the school via bus to the Capitol Square; serve food and beverages to them during the 
concert; and join them for the bus ride back to One City Schools at 8 pm.   
Volunteers are needed for two areas: 

1) 5:20pm – 8:30pm:  We need 7 to 8 Rotarians to meet at One City Schools to greet approximately 50 parents and 
children; assist in boarding the bus; hosting our guests during the bus trip to square; serving food/beverages to 
parents/kids during the concert; departing square via bus to go back to One City Schools at 8:00pm.; and 

2) 5:45pm – 7:00pm:  We need 7 to 8 Rotarians to meet group at a designated location at Concerts on the Square to 
assist in serving food/beverages to parents/guests during the concert. 

 
   To sign-up to volunteer for this event, contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffce@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 and let 
them know what time you can assist.    
   “Madison Downtown Rotary Rotarian At Work” t-shirts are available at a cost of $11 per shirt.  Contact the Rotary office to 
purchase a t-shirt.     

 

Volunteer For James Madison Park Clean Up August 30 
   Our Community Projects Committee encourages members to sign-up and help Clean Lakes Alliance to 
clean up James Madison Beach on Thursday, August 30th, from 4:30 – 6:30 pm.   Tools and equipment 
will be provided, but bring gloves.  It’s a great way to help out as summer is winding down! 
  If you can help out, contact the Rotary office at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign-up by 
August 24. 
 

 

 Rotary Night at Madison Mallard’s Game August 11 
   Join with other area Rotary Clubs for a Madison Mallard’s Game on Saturday, August 11th, for Rotary 

Night at the Duck Pond when the Mallard’s take on the Fond Du Lac Dock Spiders for a 6:05 pm game. 
   Ticket options are:  $10 for a reserved stadium seat and official Mallard’s hat; $20 for a reserved 
stadium seat and all you can eat ballpark food and soda; or $25 for a reserved stadium seat and all 
you can eat ballpark food and beer.  Tailgate begins when gates open at 4:30pm and goes until the 

start of the game at 6:05pm.  Contact the Rotary office at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to reserve your 
tickets. 
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Invite Your Children and Grandchildren to our August 15 Rotary 
Luncheon when the Truly Remarkable Loon Comes to Rotary 
   Our Second Century Fellowship Group would like children and grandchildren of our Rotary 
members to learn more about our Rotary Club and the many wonderful things we do as well as to 
see how it has impacted their parents and/or grandparents.  As part of that learning process, we 
invite your children and grandchildren to our 3rd Annual Bring Your Child/Grandchild to our 

Rotary luncheon on Wednesday, August 15. We will meet at our usual time with a noon lunch and our meeting running 
from 12:15 – 1:10 pm at the Park Hotel.   Children of all ages are welcome!  Last year, we had children in attendance, 
ranging in age from 2 to 17! 
   Program: Truly Remarkable Loon is a comedy juggler and has performed for many audiences including at the Overture 
Center, Schools, Fairs and Festivals across America.  He has been juggling giant bean bag chairs, spinning plates, tossing 
the dreaded implements of death, and those ever flaming torches. This will be an entertaining program for children and 
Rotarians. 
    Registration:  Please contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 to make a 
reservation for your children and/or grandchildren to attend our Rotary luncheon.   
   Meal Choices:   For children attending, let us know which meal selection they would like:  1) Mac & cheese, fruit and 
cookie meal or Chicken & noodles, veggie & cookie at $9/child.  Deadline to register is August 10. 
  

 Rotary Friendship Exchanges Planned for 2019: India & Australia 
 

   Our Rotary District 6250 Friendship Exchange Committee has arranged an exchange with Rotary 
District 2981 in India. This district is on the southeast coast of India and includes the city of 
Pondicherry. We will travel to their District 2981 from Jan. 5 – 20, 2019.  We expect to travel with no 
more than 10 people. Our Rotary District 6250 will host an inbound group from this district in May of 2019 
for approximately 14 days. 
   Our Rotary district has also arranged a Rotary Friendship Exchange for 

2019 with District 9640 in Australia which is in the State of Queensland, south of Brisbane.  
A group from our district will travel to Australia from Feb. 15 to March 4, 2019.  This 
exchange will be no larger than 10 people per group.  A group from Australia will visit our 
district from July 12 to 26, 2019. 
   Anticipated Expenses for travelers:  Round trip airfare to Australia, In-country air, rail or 
bus travel, Meals when not at host homes, Travel insurance, Personal costs, such as gifts and souvenirs, and Admission 
charges to museums or events.  Hosts on each end of the exchange program support the visitors with room, board and 
some entertainment/activites and local transportation while in host city. Detailed in country itineraries will be determined 
closer to the travel dates. 
   Contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org if you are interested in traveling or hosting 
for either of these Rotary friendship exchanges for 2019. 
 

                      Members in the News 
 Nino Amato was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Growing Up in Greenbush: Nino Amato reflects 

on Racism, Poverty and Blessings.”  Madison365 7/17 

 Tammy Taylor was pictured and quoted in an InBusiness Magazine article, “CrossGen takes 
multigenerational approach to consulting.” July 18 

 Nasra Wehelie was pictured at a recent Madison event in Madison Magazine.  Aug 18 
 

OUR SYMPATHIES…John Bonsett-Veal’s mother, Mary Alice Veal, passed away on July 19 in Oregon.  
We extend our sincere sympathies to John and to his family.  And Ann Cardinale’s mother, Lee Finnerty, 
passed away on July 23 in Madison.  We extend our sincere sympathies to Ann and to her family. 
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               Happy Birthday to You! 
 July 29 -- Ted Long -- Adm. Date:  12/01/1963   Law.  Boardman & Clark LLP  Director 1973-76, 

President 1974-75    PHF (2) 

 July 29 -- Jennifer Weitzman -- Adm. Date:  12/07/2016   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  
jamgd    Former member Sun Prairie 2006-16  PHF (2) 

 July 30 -- Dewey Bredeson -- Adm. Date:  05/05/1993   Housing.  Bay Tree Real Estate Group, Inc.  
100% Attendance since 8/12/1998    PHF (3) 

 July 30 -- Kaleem Caire -- Adm. Date:  11/01/2017   Community Services.  One City Schools    Former 
member 2010-14   

 July 30 -- Jason Hunt -- Adm. Date:  05/07/2014   Law.  Boardman & Clark LLP       

 July 30 -- Rebecca Prochaska -- Adm. Date:  09/07/2016   Architecture.  Potter Lawson, Inc.       

 Aug. 1 -- Darrell Behnke -- Adm. Date:  11/03/1999   Financial Institutions.  U.S. Bank  MRF President 
2013-14; Director 2015-17    PHF 

 Aug. 1 -- Stan Inhorn -- Adm. Date:  02/05/1997   Colleges & Universities-Professional School-Retired.        
PHF (2) 

 Aug. 1 -- Dave Utley -- Adm. Date:  01/02/2002   Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-
Retired.         

 Aug. 2 -- Mike Casey -- Adm. Date:  12/04/2013   Consulting.  Management Partners, Inc.    Former 
member in Leesburg, VA (2006-13), Grand Junction, CO (1994-1995) and Grant Pass, OR (1981-1991)  
PHF (4) 

 Aug, 4 -- Malorie Hepner -- Adm. Date:  10/04/2017   Architecture.  OPN Architects    Former Rotarian at 
Cedar Rapids, IA 2011-14   

 Aug. 4 -- Mike Swanson -- Adm. Date:  10/11/1978   Consulting.  AtlantisValley Foods, LLC       
 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Kazamias, Valerie at Athens, Greece 6/19, 6/26, 7/3, 7/10 & 7/17; Biddle, Debbie at South Cobb, GA 7/19  
 

Guest List for July 25, 2018 
Mary Crave of Intl Projects & Programs Committee; Nicole Jenkins of Martha Sullivan; Kate Serpe of Scott Haumersen  
 

 
Visiting Rotarian List for July 25, 2018 
Amy Gile-Enge from South; Liswaniso from Kabwela from Zambia, guest of Nino Amato 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

07/26/2017 479 364 311 (106) 85.44% 

07/25/2018 493  374 284 (74) 75.94% 
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