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The Madison, WI Rotary News for July 20, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
July 25 at Park Hotel:  Ben Merens on  
“Saving/Improving Lives: One Drop At A 
Time - The Story of the BloodCenter of 
Wisconsin's Blood Research Institute” 
   Join us on Wednesday, July 25, when guest speaker Ben 
Merens will tell the story of the BloodCenter of Wisconsin's 
Blood Research Institute and how it is saving and improving 
lives. 
   Ben Merens is the “Chief Storyteller” for the philanthropy 
team of the Blood Research Institute.  He joined the BRI, which 
is part of BloodCenter of Wisconsin, in April of 2016 to help raise awareness of the BRI’s 
work and mission, and to help raise funds for research. 
   Ben is well-known throughout the state for his 21-year tenure as a talk show host on 
Wisconsin Public Radio. He also is a public speaker with an expertise in presence and 
listening.   He is the author of the audio book, “People Are Dying To Be Heard.”   
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

“Bring Back Civics Education!” 
  Luke Fuszard spoke to us this week on the decline of civics education, which he says places democracy at risk. Luke is a 
software engineer and has an MBA.  No civics background. But he does have two children, and he is concerned about the 
decline in civics education.  
   In 1954 Kentucky required three years of history and civics, and students had to pass a very tough statewide exam. Only 
nine states today require any such education, and Wisconsin is not one of them. The result is a predictable widespread 
ignorance. Ninety-seven percent of immigrants taking the [relatively easy] citizenship exam pass it. Thirty-three percent of 
native citizens who take the same test fail it. For most of American history, it was generally believed that solid civics and 
history knowledge was needed for people to be good citizens. That seems no longer to be the case.  
   Two occasions seem to have sped this decline in interest: (1) Sputnik in 1957; (2) the 1983 report, “A Nation at Risk.” Both 
incentivized the teaching of math and science, and as these expanded, history and civics courses were reduced. Middleton 
and Wausau still have robust civics programs. Wisconsin has recently adopted a statewide civics exam, but it is online and 
can be taken multiple times. And in 2012, all federal funds were shifted away from civics or history to math and science. 
   Why are civics and history important? Many math majors will never be mathematicians. Many science majors will never be 
scientists. But everyone will eventually be a member of the body politic. Since 1776, hundreds of thousands of people have 
given their lives in defense of our freedom and our democracy. The least we can do is to lobby our legislators to support 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 2 of 5 
 

 

civics education. Much civic behavior is learned in childhood: We should pass on to our children our belief in the importance 
of being an educated citizen, able to make informed political decisions. 
   Our thanks to Luke Fuszard for speaking and to Rich Leffler for preparing this review article.  We also thank 
WisconsinEye for videotaping our meeting this week.  You can watch the video here. 
 

Invitation to Join in Next Ghana Trip 
   Join fellow Rotary Club of Madison members in Ghana tentatively 
planned for February of 2019 for 10 to 12 days (dates TBD) to visit our 
club’s Change HERstory Rotary International Project.  Learn about the 

culture, color and life in Ghana up close from Ghanaians.  Attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, July 25, at 
1:10 pm at the Park Hotel.  Learn details about the trip, ask questions, and hear from Rotarians who traveled to the project 
site in February 2018.  If you cannot attend the July 25 meeting but are interested in more details, advise the Rotary office 
at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
 

Volunteer Opportunity: Wednesday, August 1, 2018  
   Our Community Projects Committee invites Rotarians 
to join them for a volunteer event on Wednesday, 
August 1, for Concerts on the Square featuring 
Baritone Jubilant Sykes.  We will meet at One City Schools and escort approximately 50 parents and 
children from the school via bus to the Capitol Square; serve food and beverages to them during the 
concert; and join them for the bus ride back to One City Schools at 8 pm.   
Volunteers are needed for two areas: 

1) 5 pm – 8:30 pm:  We need 7 to 8 Rotarians to meet at One City Schools to greet approximately 50 parents and 
children; assist in boarding the bus; hosting our guests during the bus trip to square; serving food/beverages to 
parents/kids during the concert; departing square via bus to go back to One City Schools at 8:00 pm.; and 

2) 5 pm – 7:00 pm:  We need 7 to 8 Rotarians to meet group at a designated location at Concerts on the Square to 
assist in serving food/beverages to parents/guests during the concert. 

 
   To sign-up to volunteer for this event, contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffce@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 and let 
them know what time you can assist.    
   “Madison Downtown Rotary Rotarian At Work” t-shirts are available at a cost of $11 per shirt.  Contact the Rotary office to 
purchase a t-shirt.     
 

 Rotary Night at Madison Mallard’s Game August 11 
   Join with other area Rotary Clubs for a Madison Mallard’s Game on Saturday, August 11th, for Rotary 

Night at the Duck Pond when the Mallard’s take on the Fond Du Lac Dock Spiders for a 6:05 pm game. 
   Ticket options are:  $10 for a reserved stadium seat and official Mallard’s hat; $20 for a reserved 
stadium seat and all you can eat ballpark food and soda; or $25 for a reserved stadium seat and all 
you can eat ballpark food and beer.  Tailgate begins when gates open at 4:30pm and goes until the 

start of the game at 6:05pm.  Contact the Rotary office at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to reserve your 
tickets. 
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Invite Your Children and Grandchildren to our August 15 Rotary 
Luncheon when the Truly Remarkable Loon Comes to Rotary 
   Our Second Century Fellowship Group would like children and grandchildren of our Rotary 
members to learn more about our Rotary Club and the many wonderful things we do as well as to 
see how it has impacted their parents and/or grandparents.  As part of that learning process, we 
invite your children and grandchildren to our 3rd Annual Bring Your Child/Grandchild to our 

Rotary luncheon on Wednesday, August 15. We will meet at our usual time with a noon lunch and our meeting running 
from 12:15 – 1:10 pm at the Park Hotel.   Children of all ages are welcome!  Last year, we had children in attendance, 
ranging in age from 2 to 17! 
   Program: Truly Remarkable Loon is a comedy juggler and has performed for many audiences including at the Overture 
Center, Schools, Fairs and Festivals across America.  He has been juggling giant bean bag chairs, spinning plates, tossing 
the dreaded implements of death, and those ever flaming torches. This will be an entertaining program for children and 
Rotarians. 
    Registration:  Please contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 608-255-9164 to make a 
reservation for your children and/or grandchildren to attend our Rotary luncheon.   
   Meal Choices:   For children attending, let us know which meal selection they would like:  1) Mac & cheese, fruit and 
cookie meal or Chicken & noodles, veggie & cookie at $9/child.  Deadline to register is August 10. 
  

 Rotary Friendship Exchanges Planned for 2019: India & Australia 
 

   Our Rotary District 6250 Friendship Exchange Committee has arranged an exchange with Rotary 
District 2981 in India. This district is on the southeast coast of India and includes the city of 
Pondicherry. We will travel to their District 2981 from Jan. 5 – 20, 2019.  We expect to travel with no 
more than 10 people. Our Rotary District 6250 will host an inbound group from this district in May of 2019 
for approximately 14 days. 
   Our Rotary district has also arranged a Rotary Friendship Exchange for 2019 with District 9640 in 

Australia which is in the State of Queensland, south of Brisbane.  A group from our district will 
travel to Australia from Feb. 15 to March 4, 2019.  This exchange will be no larger than 10 
people per group.  A group from Australia will visit our district from July 12 to 26, 2019. 
   Anticipated Expenses for travelers:  Round trip airfare to Australia, In-country air, rail or bus 
travel, Meals when not at host homes, Travel insurance, Personal costs, such as gifts and 
souvenirs, and Admission charges to museums or events.  Hosts on each end of the exchange 
program support the visitors with room, board and some entertainment/activites and local 
transportation while in host city. Detailed in country itineraries will be determined closer to the 
travel dates. 
   Contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org if you are interested in traveling or hosting 
for either of these Rotary friendship exchanges for 2019. 
 

Rotary Information Report:  100% Attendance 
Presented by Eric Salisbury – July 18, 2018 
   Every week, I enjoy our slides celebrating the birthdays of fellow members.  I enjoy the quotes.  As a newer member, I 
enjoy the opportunity to connect a face with a name.  But what I enjoy the most is hearing the long records of 100% 
attendance.   
   I’m truly amazed by some of the lengths of attendance, back to the 90’s, or even further!  And we should celebrate that 
commitment to our club.  Your presence every week is what builds the relationships and provides the service.  But hearing 
these milestones has had me thinking about two things. 
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   First, because I’m competitive by nature, who in our club actually holds the record for the longest stretch of 100% 
attendance?  Thanks to the crack research team in the office, I found out! 

 In the third spot, with perfect attendance since joining on February 21, 1979…Nate Brand. 

 Holding the second spot, with 100% attendance since August 8, 1973…Nelson Cummings. 

 In first place, our member with the longest 100% attendance, going back to his very first meeting on February 5, 
1969…Mike Franzen. 

   For Mike, that is coming up on 50 years of 100% attendance.  However, that actually only puts Mike in second place all 
time for our club.  Spike Ehlers once held the record at 57 years, up until 2003.  I hope you get there, Mike. 
   With these impressive lengths of attendance, it did beg my second question.  Do these folks actually have 100% 
attendance at meetings, or are they heavy users of make-ups?   
   That brings me to my reminder for the day.  If you would like to maintain your own record of attendance, please familiarize 
yourself with the ways in which you can receive make-up credit.  You can… 

 Attend another Rotary Club meeting.  If you travel often for work, like I do, visit another Rotary Club.  You can 
find a list of other clubs, anywhere in the world, with the Club Finder tool at www.rotary.org. 

 Join and then attend a service committee or fellowship group.  We are at the beginning of another Rotary year, 
so it is a great time to explore one of our many groups. 

 Volunteer.  We hear about opportunities to help our club and our community every week.  It’s a great way to give 
back, and you get attendance credit. 

 Finally, sit in the comfort of your home or office (or hotel room, as I recently did) and visit an e-club online.  
You can watch videos of meetings you missed or read articles, all for make-up credit. 

   Each week, last year, we had an average of 113 make-ups!  Because so much of our service to the community and to 
each other happens in committees and fellowships, this is still another admirable achievement.  Here is a quick chart of how 
those make-ups were distributed across the opportunities on an average week.  The top being Rotary Committee service. 
 

 
 
   So, I hope you enjoyed this Rotary Information PSA, and good luck to everyone trying to dethrone Mike.  
  

July Rotary District Newsletter   
The July edition of the Rotary District 6250 Newsletter, The District Dispatch, is now 
available.  To read about happenings within our Rotary District, click on the following 

link:  http://www.rotary6250.org/currentnewsletter. 
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                      Members in the News 
 Jess Cavazos and Juan Lopez were pictured in an article titled, “Latino Chamber of Commerce Annual 

Membership Meeting: High Growth Economy.”  Jess was also quoted in the article.  TCCH 7/9 

 Richard Entenmann was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “The Youth Power Academy of Finance 
of Edgewood College: Building Financial Savvy.”  TCCH 7/9 

 Steve Goldberg was quoted in an article titled, “Madison College South Campus Groundbreaking: 
Historically Futuristic.”  TCCH 6/25 

 Renee Moe was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “Madison area seeks comprehensive solutions to 
gun violence.”  WSJ 7/15 

 Congratulations to Ann Neviaser who recently received the UW-Madison School of Human Ecology’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award for 2018. 

 Jeff Simmons was pictured in an article titled, “Listening In: Disability Rights of Wisconsin Listening 
Session.”  TCCH 7/9 

 
 

OUR SYMPATHIES…Mike May's mother, Beatrice May, passed away on July 15 in Monona.  We 
extend our sincere sympathies to Mike and to his family. 

 
  

               Happy Birthday to You! 
 July 23 -- Mike Slavney -- Adm. Date:  06/06/2007   Consulting.  Vandewalle & Associates      PHF (2) 

 July 24 -- Jackson Fonder -- Adm. Date:  08/04/2010   Community Services.  Catholic Charities of 
Madison       

 July 24 -- Lynne Sexten -- Adm. Date:  04/03/2013   Health Services.  Agrace HospiceCare      PHF 

 July 25 -- Roth Judd -- Adm. Date:  09/09/1987   Law.    Director 1997-99, President 2000-01    PHF (7) 

 July 26 -- Sandy Morales -- Adm. Date:  04/01/2015   Community Services.  Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Dane County  Director 2017-19    PHF 

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Cummings, Nelson at Oregon 7/17; Silverberg, Joe at South 7/16; Steinhoff, Becky at Lebanon, IL 7/6  
 

Guest List for July 18, 2018 
Curt Fuszard, Barb Fuszard & Nathan Houdek of Program Committee; Michelle Herring, Jean O’Leary & Cristine Reid of 
Goodman Advisory Committee; Niraj Nihawan, Nico Nihawan & Sam Albreahe of Paul Riehemann; Anita Krasno of Carole 
Trone; Ann Olson of Len Devaisher; Raj Filiz of Johanna Alex; Eve Gallagher & Allison Martinson of Marci Henderson; Tim 
Sidell of Scott Haumersen 
 

Visiting Rotarian List for July 18, 2018 
Priscilla Thain from Breakfast of Jerry Thain 
 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

07/19/2017 480 362 269 (64) 74.31% 

07/18/2018 493 375 406 (174) 108.27% 
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