
Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 1 of 5 
 

 

Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 December 19 
Leotha Stanley & Choir 
Holiday Music Program 

 December 26 
NO MEETING; NO 
MAKEUP REQUIRED 

 January 2 
NO MEETING; NO 
MAKEUP REQUIRED 

 January 9 
Joe Parisi 
Dane County 
Developments in 
Renewable Energy, Airport 
Improvements and an 
Update on Mental Health 
Initiatives 
(AT CONCOURSE 
HOTEL) 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for December 7, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
December 12 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Jennifer Uphoff Gray: Forward Theater 
Celebrating 10 Years 
   Forward Theater Company is now celebrating its tenth season.  
Join us next week on December 12 at the Park Hotel when guest 
speaker Jennifer Uphoff Gray will chart the company’s evolution 
over the past decade, with particular attention to mission-driven 

growth in the areas of community impact, support for local artists, audience engagement, 
and arts advocacy.   
   Jennifer Uphoff Gray is the founding artistic director of Forward Theater Company, where 
she directed several plays including Fun Home, Marjorie Prime, Moonlight & Magnolias, 
and All About Eve.  Regionally, she has directed for Madison Rep and Milwaukee 
Shakespeare. She grew up in the Madison area, holds a degree in dramatic literature & 
stage history from Harvard College, and with her husband, Peter, is raising her family on 
Madison’s west side. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are 
asked to contact the Rotary office with the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday 
noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 

 
 

Human Genome Editing 
   The recent claim by Chinese scientist  He Jianjui that he successfully altered the DNA of twin girls to build up the twins’ 
HIV resistance served as a backdrop of the Rotary Club of Madison’s weekly meeting, whose guest speaker Dr. Alta Charo, 
a University of Wisconsin-Madison professor of law and bioethics, offered as a broad outline of ethical considerations 
concerning Human Genome Editing. 
   Jianjui’s actions have drawn wide condemnation by the medical, ethical, and research community as there are allegations 
that his work lacked an ethical compass that according to Charo at this point in time should be guided by the thought that 
“other than prevention or treatment” human genome editing “should not proceed.” 
   Genome editing, according to Dr. Charo, is best explained by “adding, deleting, inactivating, or making targeted 
alterations” of DNA. Genome editing is acceptable practice in research laboratories. Somatic gene therapy, in which 
therapeutic DNA is integrated in the genome, is a process used to treat disease that is highly regulated. “Somatic gene 
therapy should only be employed for treatment and prevention but not for enhancement,” said Dr. Charo. Gene therapy 
cancer vaccines are being developed , but among the most common uses today of somatic gene therapy are to treat cystic 
fibrosis, heart disease, hemophilia and AIDS. 
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   If human genome editing is pursued for purposes of enhancement, there are obviously significant risks. Among the 
medical concerns rising to the very top is the potential of newly introduced genes not interacting with the existing gene 
structure. Dr. Charo characterized the ethical concerns revolving around the idea that human mankind may be closer to 
“making a step toward designer babies.” Other ethical concerns in Jianjui’s work is “the lack of consent by the affected 
person” and circumventing the traditional medical peer review process, instead publicizing his work directly with popular 
media sources. In summarizing Jianjui’s work, Dr. Charo said “two edited baby girls have been born.” 
   Our thanks to Alta Charo for speaking to our club this week and to Ben Hebebrand for preparing this review article.   
 

Meet Our New Members 
 

Dori F. Botts has been loaned the classification of Community Services and is director of development for 
Journey Mental Health Center.  Born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Dori came to Madison in 2009.  She and her 
husband, Mike, live on Taft Street in Middleton, and she has two sons.  Dori holds a bachelor’s degree in 
education from the University of Illinois Urbana Champaign.  She is an active member of Temple Beth El. Dori 
is a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals.  She is a classroom volunteer in the Middleton 
Cross Plains School District where she can put her passion for education to work. She enjoys spending time 
with her family, boating, hiking, yoga and writing.  Lynn Brady and Ellen Foley are her sponsors. 

 
 

Heather L. Hopke has been loaned the classification of Business Services & Supplies and is with Adams 
Outdoor Advertising.  She is a former member of our club from 2010 to 2015.  A native Madisonian, Heather 
lives on Goldfinch Drive.  She holds a BS degree in Consumer Science from UW-Madison.  Heather enjoys 
travel and yoga.  Joanna Burish and Beth Prochaska are Heather’s sponsors. 
 
Janine M. O’Rourke has been loaned the classification of Communications and is senior manager of global 
marketing for Thermo Fisher Scientific.  She is a former member of the Fitchburg/Verona Rotary Club from 
2008 until earlier this year.  She was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and now makes her home with her 
husband, Brendan, on Spring Road in Stoughton.  They have two adult children.  She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in marketing and international business from UW-Madison.  She also holds a secondary degree in 
Japanese studies from Osaka University of Foreign Studies.  Janine is very active in the Rotary Youth 

Exchange program.  She is a former Rotary Youth Exchange student and spent the 1984-85 year in Japan.  She is currently 
the short-term District Rotary Youth Exchange Chair.  She is a 4-H leader in McFarland and serves on the Global Mission 
Committee of McFarland Lutheran Church.  In addition to being an active participant in the Rotary Youth Exchange 
Program, Janine also enjoys gardening, bicycling and travel.  Her sponsors are Rob Stroud and Ellsworth Brown. 
 

John Wiley Becomes Honorary Member 
   Our club board of directors has approved honorary membership in our club for John Wiley, and he was 
introduced during our December 5th Rotary luncheon.  This honorary membership is in thanks for his many 
services to the Madison community and for the support he has shown to our Club throughout the years, 
including presentations at our luncheons and his appearance in our Centennial Video.  He served as UW-
Madison Chancellor for seven years. 

   Eligibility for honorary membership is as follows:  Persons who have distinguished themselves by meritorious service in 
the furtherance of Rotary ideals and those persons considered friends of Rotary for their permanent support of Rotary’s 
cause may be elected to honorary membership in our club.  Honorary members are welcome to attend all meetings, but 
they do not have to maintain the 50% attendance requirement or pay membership dues.  This membership is a way for us 
to say thank you to supporters of our club. 
   We welcome John Wiley as an honorary member of our Rotary Club. 
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Madison Rotary Foundation Annual Report  
   Each year, we publish a Madison Rotary Foundation annual report which provides detailed information about our 
Foundation and the grants and programs that it supports.  This report is published following our annual audit process.   
   You can view the 2017-18 report in the Members Area section of our website (contact the Rotary office for your login 
information), and printed copies will also be available at our weekly club meetings.  If you prefer to have a copy mailed, 
contact our Rotary office at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org.   

    
Action By Directors 
The following, proposed as a new member, was favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership 
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 
 

NAME ORGANIZATION CLASSIFICATION SPONSORS 

Heidi Frankson Monroe Street Arts Center Cultural Institutions Jenni Jeffress & Anne Neujahr Morrison 

 

Susan Phillips Receives Senior Service Award 
Presented by Christine Beatty – Dec. 5, 2018 

   Susan Phillips has made multiple contributions to our community in her 
previous work as a nonprofit leader.  With excellent credentials, she is 
considered a ‘catch’ as a board member. Both Madison Symphony Orchestra 
and Olbrich Botanical Society have benefited from her Board service over 
several years.  Susan has also volunteered monthly at Reach Dane as an 
advisor to support young children.  
    This Senior Service Award focuses not only on these efforts, but also on her 
unique contribution as a health advocate. Susan benefitted from a bone 
marrow transplant in 2011 at UW Hospital, which was a pioneer in these 
transplants, to treat acute myeloid leukemia.  Unfortunately, a complication of 
bone marrow transplants is GVHD (Graft Versus Host Disease). While the 
lifesaving Graft cells overpower the leukemia cells, they go on to attack the 
Host’s lung, liver, gut, eyes and skin cells.  GVHD hit Susan in April of 2012.  
She lost 60% of her lung function, but continued to serve her community.  
   Susan became a guinea pig for treatments by the National Institute of 

Health and challenged them and the bone marrow transplant community to find a cure. She has used her knowledge and 
skills as an advocate for others with GVHD.  She says her hardest patient visits are with those who have conquered 
leukemia, but then die of GVHD, shocked that they traded one disease for another.   
   The National Marrow Donor Program chose Susan as a guest panelist at a national meeting where she notes 
incredulously, it was the first time physicians heard from a GVHD patient.  She speaks several times annually about her 
experiences and the terrible consequences of GVHD. She commits about 10 hours each week, seeking research funds and 
working to increase awareness of GVHD.   
   Congratulations to Susan Phillips on receiving this well deserved Senior Service Award from the Rotary Club of Madison. 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Phillips pictured here with Club President 
Jason Beren 
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Annual Holiday Giving Tree: Help A Child In Need During the Holidays 
    Since 2006, our Community Projects Committee has worked with local agencies to obtain 
information on ways to help homeless and low income children during the holiday season.  We have 
80 gifts being purchased for children in need, and we thank all members who are helping out!  For 
those who are purchasing gifts, be sure to wrap the gift, attach the tag (so our committee delivers it to 

the right child) and return the package to our Rotary meeting at the Park Hotel on December 12.  Our committee will deliver 
the gifts to the nonprofit agencies on the afternoon of December 12.  Thank you!  
 

Fund Drive Update 
   All members received an envelope in the mail for our annual fund drive.  The goal 
this year is $160,000.  Help us achieve this goal, and send your contribution to the 

Rotary office.  Gifts recorded by end of day each Tuesday will be eligible for the Jeopardy question prize at the Rotary 
luncheon the following day.   
   At this week’s Rotary meeting, Melanie Ramey, chair of this year’s Fund Drive Committee, provided an update report 
during our luncheon.  A total of $86,958.87 has been received towards our $160,000 goal, and we have 45% participation.  
Make your contribution to the Madison Rotary Foundation today – mail your gift or visit our website to make a donation 
online.  Thank you! 
   Our thanks to John Hayes of Goodman Jewelers for donating this week’s prize drawing gift of a watch.   Congratulations 
to John Bonsett-Veal who was this week’s winner! 
 
 

                      Members in the News 
 Sharyl Kato was pictured in an article titled, “Madison Metropolitan Links 9th Annual Scholarship & 

Community Recognition Jazz Brunch: Valuing Family Members.”  TCCH 11/26 

 Willie Larkin and Renee Moe were pictured in an article titled, “2018 United Way Community 
Celebration at Monona Terrace: Celebrating Impact.”  TCCH 11/26 

 
 

                   Wishing You A Happy Birthday! 
 Dec. 11 -- Charles McLimans -- Adm. Date:  7/5/2017   Community Services.  The River Food Pantry    

Formerly Rotarian at Naperville (2009-15) & Milwaukee (2015-17)  PHF (4) 

 Dec. 11 -- Roger Phelps -- Adm. Date:  10/2/2002   Consulting.  Phelps Research Services       

 Dec. 11 -- Mary Rouse -- Adm. Date:  4/6/1988   Colleges & Universities-Professional School-Retired.    
Director 1993-95    PHF 

 Dec. 12 -- Jim Ebben -- Adm. Date:  11/4/1987   Education-Retired.    MRF President 2006-07.  
Formerly Rotarian at Adrian, MI   

 Dec. 12 -- Joe Meagher -- Adm. Date:  4/24/1981   Retail-Services & Products-Retired.         

 Dec. 12 -- Jen Savino -- Adm. Date:  3/7/2018   Advertising, Publicity & Public Relations.  KW2    
Former member of club 2014 -17   

 Dec. 15 -- Leigh Richardson -- Adm. Date:  12/6/2006   Communications.  The Richardson Group, 
LLC      PHF 
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Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Helfrecht, Don at West 11/16; Koritzinsky Allan & Kathy at Tucson, AZ 11/28  
  

Guest List for Dec. 5, 2018 
David Phillips, Jamie Reeve, Maggie Reeve, Lynn Gilchrist, Trevin Gay, Heidi Kramer and Laurie Derse of Senior Service 
Committee; John Kerns of Rotaract Advisory Committee; Casey Liakos of Michelle McGrath; Gillian Fink & Teri Young of 
Sara DeTienne; Brad Goldstein of Dawn Berney; Gail Sumi of Juli Aulik; Linnea Smith of Carol Toussaint; Selma Van Eyck 
& Zack Robbins of Martha Casey; Kate Templeton of Joan Collins; Ilianna Tcherneva of Len Devaisher; Jesse Kunes of 
Byan Chan 
 

Visiting Rotarian List for Dec. 5, 2018 
Brisa Albuqueque from San Paulo, Brazil 
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

12/06/2017 502 385 384 (151) 99.74% 

12/05/2018 476 360 392 (173) 108.89% 
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