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Upcoming Programs at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 December 26 
NO MEETING; NO 
MAKEUP REQUIRED 

 January 2 
NO MEETING; NO 
MAKEUP REQUIRED 

 January 9 
Joe Parisi 
Dane County 
Developments in 
Renewable Energy, Airport 
Improvements and an 
Update on Mental Health 
Initiatives 
(AT CONCOURSE 
HOTEL) 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for December 14, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
Dec. 19 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Leotha Stanley & Choir Members to 
Present Holiday Music   
   Join us next week on December 19, at the Park 
Hotel, when our club will hold a special holiday 
luncheon.  Upon arrival, members will pick up their name badges and go through a 
buffet line before sitting down in the meeting room.  We will begin our meeting as 
usual at 12:15pm but will have an abbreviated business agenda, and we are pleased 
to present festive music for the program. 
   Music will be provided by Leotha Stanley and several members from the Gospel 
Carols Choir and the Mt. Zion Gospel Choir. Choir members participating in the 
program are:  LaTanya Baldwin, Ruthie Carroll, Pat Diehl, Angie Kier, Latanya 
Maymon, Candace Patterson, Renee Robinson,Toya Robinson and Tamera Stanley.  
Leotha Stanley is owner of Musical-Lee Yours LLC and has been a leader on Greater 
Madison’s music and cultural scene for nearly four decades.  He has received Dane 
County’s Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award, the Wisconsin Youth Symphony 
Orchestras’ Marvin Rabin Youth Arts Award, and the Leisl Blockstein Award for 
Distinguished Community Service in the Arts from the Dane County Cultural Affairs Commission. 
  Our holiday music will adjourn just before 1:00pm so that members can informally mingle and have time to enjoy a cup of 
coffee and some desserts during this final meeting of 2018 (no Rotary luncheons December 26 or January 2 and no make-
ups required). 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

“Onward, Upward, and Forward!” 
   Founding artistic director Jennifer Uphoff Gray of Madison’s Forward Theater Company attributes their growth and 
success to the strong community involvement, much like the Rotarians gathered to hear about Forward Theater’s first 
decade. This has been a successful span, but their success was by no means a given in the early days. Gray noted the 
precarious economic climate in their founding days and how it confirmed their abiding commitment to a sustainable financial 
model for the theater and especially for the artists they employ.  
   “Mission-driven growth” for Forward has focused on four key priorities: support for local artists; arts advocacy; audience 
engagement; and community impact. Ninety-five percent of the hundred staff hired each season are from south central 
Wisconsin and are paid at least a living wage, inspiring standards for the broader theater community. This core priority 
strengthens the community and also the artists’ personal investment in it. These ambitious goals have a solid business 
model behind it, with a growing annual budget that has always operated in the black. Forward Theater incorporates multiple 
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strategies to encourage dialogue, and their post-performance talkbacks have proven to be a favorite part of the audience 
experience. Finally, Forward Theater has woven multiple partnerships with area organizations around key themes in their 
plays. This has deepened the engagement among audiences and community members through collaborative outreach 
events, author talks, and even fundraising.  
   Gray promised more growth and partnerships to come as Forward Theater surges into its second decade of successful 
productions: “Onward, Upward, and Forward!” 
   Our thanks to Jennifer Uphoff Gray for speaking to our club this week and to Carole Trone for preparing this review article.  
  

 

Annual Holiday Giving Tree: Helping Children In Need 
During This Holiday Season 
    Our Community Projects Committee thanks members who picked up 
a name tag, and 80 gifts were purchased for children in need during this 
holiday season – a record number for us!  Packages were delivered to The 
Salvation Army and YWCA this week, making the holidays bright for these 
children in need.  Thank you!  
 
 

 

Fund Drive Update 
   All members received an envelope in the mail for our annual fund drive.  The goal 
this year is $160,000.  Help us achieve this goal, and send your contribution to the 

Rotary office.  Gifts recorded by end of day each Tuesday will be eligible for the Jeopardy question prize at the Rotary 
luncheon the following day.   
   At this week’s Rotary meeting, Leigh Richardson, a member of the Fund Drive Committee, provided an update report 
during our luncheon.  A total of $101,725.47 has been received towards our $160,000 goal, and we have 255 members 
participating.  Make your contribution to the Madison Rotary Foundation today – mail your gift or visit our website to make a 
donation online.  Thank you! 
   Our thanks to the Overture Center for donating this week’s prize drawing gift of 2 tickets to the musical, Finding 
Neverland.   Congratulations to Rob Stroud who was this week’s winner! 
 

Annual Program Survey Highlights 
   Programs at our weekly Rotary luncheons are one of the most important reasons that members 
belong to our Rotary club.  So that our Program Committee can plan for speakers of most interest to 
members, we ask members once a year to fill out a survey to gather input to plan for future speakers.   
   We have annually surveyed members about program interests for the past 5 years, and our Program 
Committee reviews the data to be sure we are scheduling speakers that are of the most interest to 

members.  We don’t change the survey questions significantly so that we watch for trends or any major changes from one 
year to the next. 
   This year’s survey had 163 respondents which compares to 166 last year, and the data shows consistent results from past 
years. 
   For the response to the question, “How likely are you to recommend a program?” the average was 8.3 on a scale of 10 
being highest. This has been 8.3 to 8.4 for each of the past 4 years. 
   The membership’s top 5 favorite categories of programs are as follows:  #1 Current Issues; #2 Business and History; #3 
Arts & Culture; #4 Science, Research, Health & Medicine; and #5 Politics and Elections.    
   Of our Rotary Program topics, the annual Vocational Fellowship Luncheon Day is the most popular at 8.4, followed by the 
Youth Awards Program 7.5, Scholarship Program 7.4, Swarsensky Award Day 6.8, Holiday Meeting 6.7, Rotary 
International topics 6.6 and the Roast Program was last on the list with a 6.4 rating. 
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   A number of comments were made that were mostly positive.  A few examples of comments are:  “I enjoy all the 
programs, even those I think won’t be interesting.  Even those are better than expected.”  “One of my favorite things about 
Rotary is learning about issues and topics I don't normally give much thought to.”  A few members expressed thanks for 
having most of our past speakers available for viewing on our club’s YouTube Channel.  By the way, a reminder that 
watching one of our past speakers on the YouTube Channel counts as a make-up.  You just need to email the office and let 
them know which speaker you watched and what date. Several comments reminded us to be sure our Q & A section of the 
meeting is used only for questions for speakers and not for commentary. 
   In summary, members indicate they like variety; there were a few disappointments; and we should continue to work on 
keeping the business portion of the meetings as short as possible to allow more time for the speaker of the day.   
   Within the Program Committee, this data will be used as future speakers are scheduled.  The committee will work to 
schedule topics according to what members indicate are the favorites.  The committee strives for diversity among topics as 
well as speakers and continues to welcome member suggestions for speakers.   
   You can find the Program Suggestion form on our website which can be completed and returned to the Rotary office if you 
want to suggest a speaker. 
   We have posted the program survey summary charts and all of the commentary on our website in the Member Login 
section for anyone wishing to review all of the detail.  If you need your login information for the Member Login section, you 
can contact the Rotary office for that information. 
   Our thanks to Rick Kiley for analyzing and developing the survey summary for us and to Jason Beren for reporting the 
results at our December 12th meeting. 
    

Rotary Club of Madison Officers Elected for 2019-2020 
   On December 12, our Rotary Board of Directors held an election of officers for the upcoming Rotary year.  Officers elected 
to one-year terms starting next July 1 are: 

                      
 

• Stacy Nemeth, current Vice President, automatically becomes President July 1, 2019. 
• Jorge Hidalgo, Vice President (and becomes President for 2020-21) 
• Pat Jenkins – Secretary 
• Greg Frank – Treasurer 
• Dan Larson – Assistant Treasurer 
• Ken Yuska – Sgt.-at-Arms 

  Our congratulations to these members, and we thank all members who allowed their names to be placed in nomination for 
officer positions for the 2019-2020 year. 
 

Sign up for New Veterans Fellowship Group 
   We have a wide variety of fellowship groups represented in our Rotary Club to bring together members who have like 
interests.  A new VETERANS FELLOWSHIP GROUP has been established as follows:   
   VETERANS FELLOWSHIP GROUP:   Attend 3-4 veteran related Madison events throughout the year.  Discuss military 
history books/topics once a month prior a Rotary meeting.  Keep in touch with veterans-related activities taking place in 
Dane County. 
   If you have an interest in being added to this new group, contact the Rotary office at rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or 
608-255-9164, and we will add you to the group to receive all future notices for the group.  Jorge Hidalgo will serve as chair 
of this new fellowship group. 
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December Rotary District Newsletter   
The December edition of the Rotary District 6250 Newsletter, The District Dispatch, is 
now available.  Click to read happenings within our Rotary District. 

 
 

                      Members in the News 
 Deb Archer was pictured at the Destination Champion Breakfast held in October in InBusiness 

Magazine.  Dec 18 

 Mary Romolino and Acme Nerd Games were mentioned in an Isthmus cover story titled, “Madison 
levels up: A guide to the exploding game development scene.”  12/6-12 

 
 

                   Wishing You A Happy Birthday! 
 Dec. 17 -- Lynn Brady -- Adm. Date:  11/1/2017   Community Services.  Journey Mental Health 

Center       

 Dec. 17 -- Casey Oelkers -- Adm. Date:  7/13/2016   Arts-Performing.  Madison Symphony 
Orchestra       

 Dec. 18 -- Jenni Jeffress -- Adm. Date:  6/7/2017   Foundations.  Madison Public Library Foundation    
Formerly Rotarian at Madison Breakfast 2008-10   

 Dec. 18 -- Larry Larrabee -- Adm. Date:  7/9/2003   Health Services-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian 
at Portage.  PHF 

 Dec. 20 -- Ryan Klaustermeier -- Adm. Date:  8/2/2017   Health Services.  Heartland Hospice       

 Dec. 20 -- Ross Squires -- Adm. Date:  8/3/2011   Insurance.  Cobb Strecker Dunphy & 
Zimmermann, Inc.      PHF 

 Dec. 21 -- Dori Botts -- Adm. Date:  12/5/2018   Community Services.  Journey Mental Health 
Center       

 Dec. 21 -- Joe Silverberg -- Adm. Date:  11/19/1958   Business Services & Supplies-Retired.    
100% Attendance since 7/31/1991    PHF (5) 

 Dec. 22 -- Rebecca Larson -- Adm. Date:  10/4/2017   Associations-Business & Professional.  WI 
Assoc. of Independent Colleges & Universities       

 
 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Amato, Nino at Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 12/5; Baskerville, Dave at Tokyo, Japan 11/28; Beren, Jason at Janesville 12/7;  
Bonsett-Veal, John at Janesville 12/7; Holzhauer, Steve at Janesville 12/7; Koritzinsky, Allan at Tucson, AZ 12/5; 
Koritzinsky, Kathy at Tucson, AZ 12/5; Stroud, Rob at Janesville 12/7; Yuska, Ken at Horizons 12/4  
  

Guest List for Dec. 12, 2018 
Julia Nicholas, Celia Klehr, Scott Haden and Peter Gray of Program Committee; Frederick McConnell of Tim Stadelman; 
Bob Miller of Charles Tubbs; Nelson Kling of Stan Inhorn; Janie Winston of Haley Saalsaa; George Beestman of Donna 
Beestman; Vicki Stewart of Linda Baldwin  
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Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

12/13/2017 502 389 427 (189) 109.77% 

12/12/2018 476 367 400 (170) 108.90% 

 
 

Explaining the Two Rotary Foundations (local and international) 
Seeking Funding    

   At this time of year, when we hold our Madison Rotary Foundation annual fund drive, it can be 
confusing to also be receiving direct requests via mail and email from The Rotary (International) 
Foundation which has been sending solicitations directly to all Rotarians around the world.   
   Since our Rotary Club asks members to give to The Rotary (International) Foundation during a 

campaign we run each May, members can disregard the mailings and emails that they are receiving directly from The 
Rotary (International) Foundation.    
   This additional mailing directly from Rotary International can be confusing, especially to our newer members, so we 
wanted to clarify that within our club, we handle it differently and have two separate Rotary fundraisers each year: 

 November 1 thru Jan. 15 is our fundraiser for our local Madison Rotary Foundation 

 May 1 – May 30 is our fundraiser for the Rotary (International) Foundation 
   Feel free to contact the Rotary office with any questions – 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
   Thank you. 
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