
Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 1 of 4 
 

 

Upcoming Program at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 August 22 
Peter Wilt 
Launching Madison’s 
First Professional 
Soccer Team 

 August 29 
Rotary District 
Governor Bill Hoel 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for August 10, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 
3rd Annual Bring Your Child or Grandchild To Rotary Day: 
August 15 Rotary Meeting at Park Hotel 
Truly Remarkable Loon Comes to Rotary 
   Join us next week, August 15, at the Park Hotel, for 
our club’s 3rd Annual Bring Your Child or Grandchild to 
Rotary Day! 
   This year’s featured program entertainer will be Truly 
Remarkable Loon who has been performing as a 
comedy juggler for almost forty years. He is a member 
of Madison Circus Space. His comedy juggling show, "Merry Anticipation of Disaster," is 
a great variety of technical juggling and balancing feats, non-stop comedy patter and a 
big dose of foolishness. Next week, he will be spinning plates with assistance from 
Rotarians, their children and grandchildren as well as a troop of flying monkeys. 
  To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org or phone 255-9164). 
 

Advance reservations for children attending Aug. 15 is required for our meal planning purposes:  A 
child’s meal cost on August 15 is $9, and the deadline to register children is August 10.  Contact the 
Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org and indicate the names of the children 
attending and which meal selection they would like -- either  mac & cheese or chicken & noodles.    
Note: After August 10, any children registered will be at the full regular meal cost of $18. 
 

Closing the Achievement Gap in Madison Schools 
   Rotarians heard that over nine months of deliberations, surveys and thought, one project was chosen to receive a major 
grant of $100,000 from our Madison Rotary Foundation, One City Schools.  The school is led by Kaleem Caire, School 
Founder and CEO, and a member of our club.  He shared the school’s formula for success at the August 8 club meeting.  
   Caire shared a video illustrating the goals of the school: equalizing advantages.  The school is designed to be a place 
where young students can feel school was a home, and where other families can experience diversity.   
   “Our goal is to decrease the achievement gap while meeting the needs of our community,” Caire says. 
   Ages one through five, with a total of 97 children, are served at the school.  The school has been open three years and 
offers breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack with their own in-house chef.  They offer learning, not just education.   
   They address the health of the family, their financial situation, and are a resource center for the families.  “If we can 
decrease stress, we can increase opportunities and the student is happier,” Caire says.   
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   They have many partners, the first of which was the Madison Children’s Museum. They are supported by 1,216 individuals 
and 63 institutional donors. This fall, the school splits into two schools with a 4k and 5k charter school addition.  This will 
also provide new funding through charter school funding.   
   Why is it called One City?  “People kept telling me they don’t know what to do to help,” Caire says.  “Yes, you do. Invest in 
early childhood with deep, student driven-learning for success.  “You are going to hire young people one day, and we need 
them to be innovators in life and in work.”  Caire says. 
   Our thanks to Kaleem Caire for speaking to our club and to Valerie Renk for preparing this review article.  We also thank 
WisEye for videotaping our meeting this week.  If you missed our meeting, you can watch the video here.  

 
$100,000 Grant Designated for Community Room at One City Schools 
   In 2017, a survey of our membership was taken to ask if members would be supportive of our Community Grants 
Committee setting aside funds specifically for a single large impact project.  There was a resounding “yes!”  
   Melanie Ramey chaired an ad-hoc committee which investigated this large impact initiative aimed at serving people in 
need in our community.  After much deliberation, One City Schools was chosen by our Madison Rotary Foundation Trustees 
to receive the $100,000 grant.   
   A One City Schools Oversight Committee has been formed, and members of the committee include Maria Alvarez-Stroud, 
Peter Cavi, Dawn Crim, Jason Hunt, Anita Mahamed, Melanie Ramey (chair) and Mary Romolino. The committee has 
visited the school several times, and it has been determined that our $100,000 grant will provide funding for a community 
room as part of a renovation project in the lower level of One City Schools.  Our club is also planning to have continuing 
volunteer opportunities in the community room at the school that will potentially include a reading program and a mentoring 
program for families who attend the school.   
   The launch date for this project is set for March of 2019, and we wll provide updates to members as March gets closer. 

 
Concerts on the Square Event With One City Schools August 1 

     
Photo 1: from left: Gini Hendrickson, Larry Konopacki & John Braden; Photo 2: from left: Stacy Nemeth, Stan Kitson & Gini 
Hendrickson; Photo 3: from left: Stan Kitson, Jeff Tews, Rebecca Larson, Kaleem Caire, Larry Konopacki & John Braden 
    

  Thank you to all the volunteers for making last week’s Concerts on the Square event with One City Schools such an 
amazing success! The school and families greatly appreciated the experience and based on feedback that evening, many of 
you did too! It was a great kick off to our club's new partnership!  We had over 20 Rotarians volunteer for the group outing 
with children and parents from One City Schools. Thanks to all who helped out! 

 
Volunteer For James Madison Park Clean Up August 30 
   Our Community Projects Committee encourages members to sign-up and help Clean Lakes Alliance to 
clean up James Madison Beach on Thursday, August 30th, from 4:30 – 6:30 pm.   Tools and 

equipment will be provided, but bring gloves.  It’s a great way to help out as summer is winding down! 
  If you can help out, contact the Rotary office at 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org to sign-up by August 24. 
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 Amendments to Club Constitution Approved 
   At our August 8 Rotary luncheon, Roth Judd, chair of the committee that reviewed the most recent Council on Legislation 
changes, overviewed the recommended changes to our club’s Constitution as recommended by the Club Board of 
Directors.   The following amendments were approved by members at our August 8 Rotary luncheon: 

 16-10 To amend the Second Avenue of Service to add that the role of members includes «lending their vocational 
skills to club developed projects in order to address the issues and needs of society » 

 16-21 To allow for flexibility in club meetings and attendance 

 16-26 To amend the provisions for canceling a meeting 

 16-30 To revise attendance provisions to allow for both in person and online meeting participation 

 16-36 To allow for flexibility in membership 

 16-38 To revise the provisions for membership 

 16-47 To amend the provisions for honorary membership 

 16-48 To amend the provisions for suspension of membership 

 16-51 To amend the provisions for transferring and former Rotarians. 
   Our club’s Constitution will be updated to reflect these amendments. 
   Our thanks to members who served on the committee which reviewed and developed these recommended updates:   
Roth Judd (chair), Donna Hurd, Frank Byrne, Mario Mendoza and Melanie Ramey.   

 

Action By Directors 
   The following, proposed as a new member, was favorably considered by the Directors at a recent meeting. Members are 
accorded a period of ten days within which objections may be filed in writing, stating the specific reason for the objection 
and signed by the objecting member, and sent to the Executive Director in the Rotary office. Consideration of a membership 
proposal is to be kept confidential, and members should not discuss membership with any listed candidate at this time. After 
the ten-day period, the sponsors will be notified of the status of the candidate. 

 

Name Organization Classification Sponsors 

Ernie Stetenfeld 

District Council of Madison, 
Inc., Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul Community Services 

Cheryl Wittke & Charles 
McLimans 

 
 

Members in the News 
 Kaleem Caire was pictured and quoted in a cover story article titled, “Pursuing his ‘passion’: 

Kaleem Caire works to combat educational inequity with new charter.”  TCT 7/25 

 Mike Carlson was interviewed on the Larry Meiller Show on July 25 about land and water 
conservation. 

 Bill Haight was pictured and quoted in InBusiness Magazine’s column “What is your favorite 
summertime beverage?”  Aug 18 

 Roberta Sladky was quoted in an article titled, “Residents can invest in Olbrich.”  WSJ 7/25 

 Martha Sullivan was pictured and quoted in an InBusiness online article titled, “Featured Blog: Exit 
Stage Right.”  Aug 18 

 
 Congratulations to Michelle McGrath who married Paul Bova on August 5.  We wish them all the 

best in the years to come! 
 

 

mailto:rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/education/pursuing-his-passion-kaleem-caire-works-to-combat-educational-inequity/article_d679e6a2-eccb-54b9-84f8-484eb432cd71.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/education/pursuing-his-passion-kaleem-caire-works-to-combat-educational-inequity/article_d679e6a2-eccb-54b9-84f8-484eb432cd71.html
https://www.wpr.org/shows/land-and-water-conservation
https://www.channel3000.com/news/residents-can-invest-in-olbrich-gardens-expansion-through-mini-bond-program/772896210
http://www.ibmadison.com/Blogger/ExitStageRight/
http://www.ibmadison.com/Blogger/ExitStageRight/


Rotary Club of Madison │ 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255 │  Madison, WI 53703 │Phone: 608-255-9164  Email: rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org Page 4 of 4 
 

 

CARDS WELCOME: Nate Brand is a long-time 100 percent attender at Rotary and has maintained 100% 
since joining almost 40 years ago.  He is currently ill, but he has been able to make-up missed meetings by 
watching some of our past speakers online.  Cards are welcome, and you can send Nate a card to his 
home address which can be found in the membership roster or by contacting the Rotary office at 255-9164.    

 

                Look Who’s Celebrating a Birthday! 
 Aug. 12 -- Brooks Becker -- Adm. Date:  01/27/1982   Consulting-Retired.        PHF (2) 

 Aug. 12 -- Marcia Whittington -- Adm. Date:  08/06/2008   Health Services.  Agrace HospiceCare       

 Aug. 13 -- Brian Basken -- Adm. Date:  01/05/2011   Engineering.  Pearson Engineering      PHF (2) 

 Aug. 13 -- Nan Hoffman -- Adm. Date:  01/06/2010   Health Services-Retired.         

 Aug. 14 -- Jim Cole -- Adm. Date:  08/25/1982   Law.  Quarles & Brady       

 Aug. 14 -- Leslie Grendahl -- Adm. Date:  08/31/1988   Consulting.  Leslie G. Grendahl Assoc. Mgmt. 
Consulting  Director 1998-2000     

 Aug. 14 -- Mpoli Simwanza-Johnson -- Adm. Date:  08/05/2015   Law.  State of Wis. Dept. of Justice       

 Aug. 15 -- Mary Borland -- Adm. Date:  07/02/2014   Health Services.  SSM Health - Post Acute Care 
(WI/IL)      PHF 

 Aug. 15 -- Gary Wolter -- Adm. Date:  05/03/2000   Energy Services-Retired.         

 Aug. 16 -- Jess Cavazos -- Adm. Date:  07/11/2018   Associations-Business & Professional.  Latino 
Chamber of Commerce       

 Aug. 17 -- Kip Frautschi -- Adm. Date:  12/06/2006   Printing & Publishing.         

 Aug. 17 -- Dan Guinn -- Adm. Date:  05/01/2013   Health Services.  AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin       

 Aug. 17 -- Lew Harned -- Adm. Date:  07/03/1985   Physician-Retired.    Director 2001-03; 100% 
Attendance since 7/3/1985  Formerly Rotarian at Waterloo, IA  PHF (5) 

 Aug. 18 -- Pete Christianson -- Adm. Date:  06/06/2007   Law-Retired.      Formerly Rotarian at 
Milwaukee 1987-97  PHF (2) 

 Aug. 18 -- Nelson Cummings -- Adm. Date:  08/20/1969   Education-Retired.    Director 1974-76; 100% 
Attendance since 8/8/1973    PHF (3) 

 Aug. 18 -- Ernie Hanson -- Adm. Date:  05/05/1982   Colleges & Universities-Professional School-
Retired.         

 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Franzen, Mike at Horizons 7/31; Lucas, Tom at South 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 6/11, 6/19, 7/2, 7/9, 7/16 & 7/23 & West 
5/18; Silverberg, Joe at South 8/6; Wilson, Mike at Horizons 7/31 
 

Guest List for August 8, 2018 
Kathryn Schwarzmann of Casey Oelkers; Susan Benjamin of Mark Moody; Pablo Sanchez of Kris Ashe; Lisa Peyton-Caire, Marilyn 
Ruffin, Carol Spoehn, Bryan Grau, Gordon Derzon & Jan O’Neill of Program Committee; Paran Amirinazari of Bridget Fraser; Dan 
Knickmeier of Jeff Tews; Carol Ann Hewitt of Jason Ilstrup; Ken Kraus of Bob Shumaker; Karen Felton of Ron Luskin; Brad Paul of 
Loei Badreddine 
  

Visiting Rotarian List for August 8, 2018 
Janet Gray from Horizons; Chris Sturdevent from Des Plaines, IL  
 

Attendance Record 
 

  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

08/09/2017 481 368 314 (91) 85.33% 

08/08/2018 483 347 376 (175) 108.36% 
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