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Upcoming Program at 
Park Hotel 

(unless otherwise noted) 

 May 9 
Annual Youth Awards 
Program 

 May 16 
Dave Baskerville 
Stretch Targets for 
Wisconsin: An Update 

 May 23 
Annual Madison 
Rotary Foundation 
Scholarship Program 

 May 30 
Program Invitation 
Outstanding 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The Madison, WI Rotary News for April 27, 2018 
a publication of the Rotary Club of Madison 

 

May 2 at Park Hotel 
Paula Bonner:  Alumni Park:  Badger Spirit 
Meets the Wisconsin Idea 
   Since 1895, UW-Madison campus planners had a vision for a 
park setting on Lake Mendota.  Join us next week, May 2, at the 
Park Hotel when guest speaker Paula Bonner will talk about the 
Wisconsin Alumni Association’s Alumni Park, the new downtown 
and campus green space that welcomes UW-Madison alumni 
and the Madison community at large.  Alumni Park features 
exhibits that honor the Wisconsin Idea through stories of alumni 
achievement and a variety of events and activities.    
   A native of South Carolina, Paula Bonner joined the UW-Madison Department of Athletics 
in 1976 while earning her master’s degree in education. She served as associate athletic 
director from 1977 to 1989, with responsibility for directing 11 women’s intercollegiate sports 
programs. In 2016, the UW Department of Athletics inducted her into its Athletics Hall of 
Fame in recognition of her leadership and advocacy for women’s sports and her commitment 
to equity and diversity. 
   She joined the WAA in 1989 and since 2000, Bonner led the WAA which connects more than 400,000 graduates with the 
university and each other and has chapters and contacts in 100 cities around the world.  
   Bonner retired in June 2017 as president of the Wisconsin Alumni Association (WAA) and chief alumni officer for the 
Wisconsin Foundation and Alumni Association (WFAA).  She remained on staff in a part-time capacity until the completion 
and successful launch of Alumni Park last fall. 
   To plan for sufficient seating, members bringing guests to our weekly meetings are asked to contact the Rotary office with 
the number of guests you plan to bring by Tuesday noon (phone 255-9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org). 
 

Ted DeDee on His Tenure at Overture 
   Ted DeDee outlined the challenges he faced when he became president and CEO of the Overture Center for the Arts in 
2012 and the achievements at Overture during the six-year period that will end with his retirement at the end of the 2017-
2018 season. DeDee inherited a public dispute about the management of Overture, as Overture was transferred from city 
management to private nonprofit status.  He organized Overture as a start-up company while respecting the history of the 
Center and the role of the extraordinary Frautschi contribution. During those six years, Overture maintained a positive 
financial situation with donor support going from $12.4 million to $22.6 million; generated a cash reserve of a million dollars; 
and developed programming that included 11 weeks of Broadway shows that brought ticket buyers from all over the 
Midwest. DeDee particularly noted that the Frostiball had become an invaluable part of the Overture fundraising program. 
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   Another change under DeDee’s leadership was an increase in diversity and inclusion. People of color now comprise the 
Overture Board, and Overture works with over 200 community partners to make performances accessible to students who 
might not otherwise afford performances. Club 10 offers $10 tickets to more than 50 shows during the year. 
   As DeDee’s retirement approaches, Overture is beginning to develop a “living strategic plan” that will provide flexible 
directions for the next decade. 
   Our thanks to Ted DeDee for his presentation and to Dave Nelson for preparing this review article.  If you missed our 
meeting this week, you can watch the video here. 

  
Hosts Needed for Rotary Friendship Exchange Groups from Latvia/Sweden and  
Argentina  
  Our Rotary District 6250 has two upcoming Rotary Friendship Exchange Teams visiting Madison:  A group from 
Latvia/Sweden from May 20 - 24 and a group from Argentina from June 20-22.  We are seeking Rotarians to volunteer 
for the following for each team: 

 Housing:  for 1 to 2 Rotarians  This includes providing breakfast and some dinners, a bedroom for each guest and 
potentially transportation to/from some daily activities during their visit. 

 Transportation: Provide transportation and accompany visitors for planned activities. 

 Host group for a dinner at your home. 

 Host visitors at your business or be a guide for leisure activities. 
  If you are interested in helping out with one or more of these activities, contact the Rotary office at 608-255-9164 or 
rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org. 
  

Rotary Information Report:  Fellowship Groups 
Presented by Susan Schmitz – April 25, 2018 
   I am pleased to share with you some history and information about one of the major benefits of being a member of this 
fine club—our Fellowship Groups. 
   We all know when something has been around a long time it is easy to think it has been there forever and sometimes we 
take it for granted.  In the case of the Rotary Fellowship Groups, most have been around since 2000.  They were started by 
(then) president Roth Judd.  His goal was to find additional opportunities for Rotarians to meet in smaller groups outside of 
the Wednesday meetings and the club committee structure.  It also brought an opportunity for Rotarians to bring 
spouses/significant others to join the fun (and maybe become members of our club).   
   In the first year, about 10 groups were formed (there must have been some build up demand).  Today, we have 30 active 
fellowship groups ranging from Beer & Homebrew to Broadway shows to Hiking/skiing to Photography and my favorite---
Scotch Whisky.  Many of them meet in Rotarians’ homes and discussions are always lively and rich. 
  But—in addition—you get a make-up!. If you have not attended a fellowship group please try one (or two)—you can visit 
our website to get the sign-up form.  And those of you who are already engaged in the fellowship groups, please invite a 
fellow Rotarian to join you—especially if they are new to our club.   
   I have been a member of this wonderful club for 29 years, and I truly believe that people join for the networking and they 
end up staying because of the relationships they make.   
   Thank you so much, Roth Judd, for bringing an idea to us that nurtures so many lasting relationships with our fellow 
Rotarians/community members!    
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From left: Alex Vitanye, Mike McKay, Arlon Mason, 
Boris Frank and Megan Ballard 

Rotary Bowling Fellowship Finishes Season in Third Place Overall 
Submitted by Mike McKay 

   Monday April 23 was the conclusion of the 2017 – 2018 bowling 
season for the Nesbitt Mixer League and several members of our 
Rotary team attended the award banquet where good fellowship was 
enjoyed, bowling stories, exaggerations, myths and legends were 
shared, and of course, awards were handed out for individual and 
team performance. The following Rotarians participated: Megan 
Ballard, Boris Frank, Arlon Mason, Mike McKay, Tim Muldowney, 
Gerry Ring and Alex Vitanye.  The Rotary Club of Madison Bowling 
Team finished in 3rd Place! 
   Our increase in performance goes in large part to the current batch 
of new Rotarians and bowling rookies who joined the bowling 
fellowship and our team mid-season: Alex Vitanye, Megan Ballard and 
Mark Greene! 

   The following awards and recognitions were received by our team and individuals of our team: 
• Team – 3rd Place Overall for the Season 
• Team – Round One Winners 
• Team – High Team Game with Handicap 
• Singles – Chuck Elliot – 16th Place 
• Doubles – Megan Ballard – tied for 3rd Place 
• Single – Hi-Lo Doubles – 10th Place – Mark Greene 

   Our other bowling team members who contributed to a great season are: Chuck Elliott, Dori Hosek, Mary O’Brien, Jim 
Sauter and Madam President – Donna Hurd. Thanks also to our two former team captains:  Tom Carroll and George Keehn 
whom we hope to bring out of retirement for next year! 
 

Culinary Arts Fellowship Enjoys a Spanish-Inspired Feast 
Submitted by Annette Hellmer; photos by Charles McLimans & Steve Wallman 

   Chef Tory Miller’s latest restaurant, Estrellon, opened its doors to the 
Culinary Arts Fellowship on Monday, April 23rd.  Nearly 40 Rotarians 
enjoyed an array of Spanish-influenced dishes made with an abundance 
of locally-sourced ingredients accented by delicacies imported from 
Spain. 
   The restaurant is stylish and sophisticated with a white interior and dark 
exposed beams.  The open kitchen allows guests to watch as the chefs 
masterfully prepare the food. 
   Chef Miller was unable to join us because he and his wife are expecting 
a new baby imminently.  Not to worry…the rest of the Estrellon team, led 
by Executive Sous Chef Kyle Thomas, had things covered.  The 
preparation and presentation of our meal was flawless.  We enjoyed a 

wide assortment of tapas, all of which were served family-style. 
   Words cannot do the flavors justice.  The feast included tastings of 4 flavorful small plates, 5 delicious large plates, 2 
varieties of Paella, and was capped off by the restaurant’s signature Basque cake.  The flavors ranged from delicate to bold, 
from simple to complex.  The meal, which featured twelve separate dishes in total, was downright amazing. 
   Thank you to Glenda Noel-Ney and Loretta Himmelsbach who planned this great event.  We hope to see even more 
Rotarians join us for the next outing! 
   For more photos visit our club’s blog and Facebook page. 
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Genealogy & Family History Fellowship Visits Norwegian Mueseum on April 25 
Submitted by Karl Gutknecht 

   Nationally-recognized genealogical researcher Jerry Paulson 
provided Downtown Rotarians and guests an engaging program on 
the value and methods of family history research on April 25 at the 
Norwegian American Genealogical Center (NAGC) 415 West Main 
Street, Madison.  
   Our club’s Genealogy and Family History Fellowship participants 
meet with a variety of experts and share the excitement of 
discovery of their own family origins.  Jerry Paulson offers 
seminars through the NAGC and Madison College on tracking 
family origins, writing family history as well as cultural topics.  The 
Fellowship is open to all Downtown Rotarians, family members and  
guests. 

 

Madison Rotary Foundation Thanks Contributors 
   The Madison Rotary Foundation trustees appreciates and thanks the following for their 
generous contributions:  In memory of Rick Kiley’s father, Maurice Kiley – Karl 

Gutknecht and Jim & Carol Ruhly.  In memory of Dave Mollenhoff’s mother, Jane Mollenhoff – Karl Gutknecht. 

 
Madison Rotary Foundation Announces Funding Totaling $702,431 
   On April 25th, Community Grants Committee Chair Jeff Tews introduced representatives from organizations receiving 
community and international grants from our Madison Rotary Foundation, and we thank our special guests for attending our 
luncheon. 
   In addition to the Community and International Grants funded, our Madison Rotary Foundation provides annual funding for 
several additional programs. Here is a full listing of grants and programs funded by our Madison Rotary Foundation in 2018: 
    

 

      
We sincerely thank the more than 100 Rotary volunteers who are among the Community Grants, International Projects & 
Programs, Rotary Youth Exchange, Veterans Assistance and Youth Awards Committees who assisted in developing 
recommendations for this year’s fund.  
 

Funding Category Amount 

Swarsensky Award Grant $2,500  

Youth Awards, including Wilson and Meade Awards $25,050 

Ethics Symposium $17,000  

Rotary Youth Exchange Program $4,750  

Community Grants, including Ehlers & Zulty Grants     $152,810  

Community Grant Large Impact Project $50,000 

International Project (Change HERstory)    $23,465  

Goodman Rotary 50+ Fitness Program $58,668 

Four-year and Two-year Scholarship Program $360,000 

Kay Scholar Grants $2,594 

Veterans Assistance Grants $5,594 

TOTAL $702,431 
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Rotary International Foundation Annual Campaign Update 
   Our second annual Rotary International Foundation campaign is underway with a goal of 
raising $50,000 by May 31. Note also the added incentive—we are once again able to provide 
matching points towards Paul Harris Fellow giving for gifts of $100 to $500.  A total of $29,082 

has been received towards our $50,000 goal so far.  Special Note:  Please do not use our club’s website PayPal 
buttons to make contributions to The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.  Use the separate mailing you 
received to make a gift.  Thank you. 

 
Members in the News 
 Congratulations to Roberta Gassman who was honored at the Wisconsin Women in Government 

Annual Scholarship and Recognition Gala with their Legacy Award on April 25.   

 Roberta Gassman and Floyd Rose were appointed by UW Chancellor Rebecca Blank to a nine-
member study group to review the history of two student organizations that operated under the name of 
Ku Klux Klan in the early 1920’s, and they recently released a report on it. 

 Congratulations to Mary Ellen O’Brien who has been elected to a two-year term on the Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress.     

 Nasra Wehelie was pictured and quoted in an article titled, “MUM will Celebrate 45 Years of Inspiring 
Social Good at Annual Partners for Change Luncheon.”  Madison365 4/13 

 

Look Who’s Celebrating a Birthday! 
 Apr. 29 -- Sean Baxter -- Adm. Date:  7/11/2007   Real Estate.  Kayser Automotive Group      PHF (2) 

 Apr. 29 -- Neil Dinndorf -- Adm. Date:  3/4/2015   Brokerage & Investments.  EnRich Financial 
Partners, LLC       

 Apr. 29 -- Carmen Porco -- Adm. Date:  8/7/2002   Housing.  Carmen Porco Consulting Services      
PHF 

 Apr. 30 -- Hank Curran -- Adm. Date:  5/8/1974   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.    Vice 
President 1983-84, Director 1982-84    PHF (3) 

 April 30 -- Lindsay Wallace -- Adm. Date:  5/3/2017   Community Services.  NAMI Dane County       

 May 2 -- Mary Donahue -- Adm. Date:  6/24/2015   Community Services.  Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Madison       

 May 2 -- Vicki Holschuh -- Adm. Date:  4/6/2016   Community Services.  Goodwill of South Central 
Wisconsin, Inc.    Former Rotarian at WhitefishBay/Milwaukee   

 May 2 -- Rich Leffler -- Adm. Date:  1/3/2001   Colleges & Universities-Social Sciences-Retired.    
Director 2011-13    PHF 

 May 3 -- Dick Lovell -- Adm. Date:  7/7/2004   Commercial Services & Products-Retired.    Director 
2012-14    PHF 

Weekly Statistics 
MakeUp Artists 
Gutknecht, Karl at Hilo Bay, HI 4/18; Shannahan, Glenna at Palm Desert, CA 4/17; Wilson, Mike at West 4/20 
 

Guest List – April 25, 2018 
Deidre Garton, Heather Harris, Ed Holmes, Sarah Knab, Bruce Matthews & Lex Poppens of Program Committee; Rosalie 
Powell & Ellie Redemann of RYE Committee; Evan Heath of Ashley Powell; Alanna Meadows, Karin Wolf, Laurie Fellenz & 
Kia Karlen of Melinda Heinritz; Jerry Paulson & Jane Kores of Karl Gutknecht; Jennifer Gray and Peter Gray of Julie 
Swenson; Beth Lesoudak of Steve Steinhoff; Heather Hopke of Joanna Burish 
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Attendance Record 

 
  Date Total Members Total Active Active Attending (incl. make-ups) Percentage 

04/26/2017 478 359 289 (88) 80.50% 

04/25/2018 501 381 343 (101) 90.03% 

 
 

Our Rotary District 6250 will join with two other districts for this 
year’s annual conference:   May 4 – 6 at the Glacier Canyon 
Conference Center at the Wildnerness in Wisconsin Dells.  For 
more details and to register, click on the following link:                       
https://tricon2018.eventgrid.com/ 
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