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Upcoming Rotary Programs at Park Hotel

« August 5: John Vaudreuil -- Voting Rights and the Voting Process: From
the Selma March, to Callais and the SAVE Act

- August 12: Mike Gomoll -- Wisconsin's Musical Heritage

« August 19: Mary Beth Collins -- The Civic Health of Wisconsin: Be a Part
of the Movement!

« August 26: Robin Shepard -- A Keg of Their Best: Brewing in the Beer
State Capitol - From Beer Baron Era to Modern Microbrews

Rotary July/August 2026 Rotary District Newsletter

Here’s a LINK to this month’s Rotary District 6250 newsletter so
you can read about happenings within other Rotary Clubs in our
district and key District and Rotary International news.

District 6250

Review of Last Month's Guest Speaker Presentations

July 8, 2026: Chris Kolakowski — Revolutionary Wisconsin

--submitted by Kevin Hoffman

Chris Kolakowski, Madison Downtown Rotarian and Director of the Wisconsin Veterans
Museum, gave a presentation about Wisconsin’s connections to the Revolutionary War. It

was given on the 250t anniversary, July 8, of the first public reading in 1776 of the
Declaration of Independence. There were 42 war veterans who came and settled in the
Wisconsin Territory (before it became a state in 1848). Many cities and towns are named
after veterans and other significant participants from the Revolutionary Period including
our Capitol City of Madison. A significant number of soldiers came from the Native Nations
of Wisconsin, and our state constitution was modeled after the U.S. Constitution and the
Declaration of Independence.
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July 15, 2026: Coach Gard Previews Next Season ...and
Game Changes
--submitted by Valerie Renk

T Coach Greg Gard gave Rotarians a

- preview of next season’s UW-Madison

men’s basketball team on July 15,
including video highlights. He explained
recent rule changes have increased
scoring, while NIL has accelerated
player transfers. In past years, stronger
defense often came from teams staying
together longer. Today, frequent
transfers can slow academic progress,
though Gard said UW emphasizes
graduation and values the experience
incoming players bring. He also
suggested collective bargaining could streamline the system. Asked what makes a player
successful, Gard answered simply: “Competitive spirit.”

July 22, 2026: Natalie Edman and Kristin Rucinski -- Building a Stronger Homeless
Response System: The Role of our Community's New Men's Shelter
--submitted by Jessika Kasten
Natalie Erdman and Kristin Rucinski of
Shelter Friends of Dane County shared how
Dane County is building a stronger
homeless response system amid steady
population growth and rising shelter use.
Average Madison shelter guests have
increased from about 92 in 2019 to 310 in

b 2025, underscoring the need for prevention,
Natalie Erdman Kristin Rucinski  crisis response and permanent housing. A
new purpose-built men’s shelter opens Sept.
1, developed by the City, County and Porchlight, with private support helping sustain
operations. Designed with dignity and safety in mind, it includes smaller sleeping pods,
storage, accessibility, a kitchen and onsite health services to help guests move toward
permanent housing.

July 29, 2026: Dr. Joe Gothard, Becky Kundert and Sonia Spencer -- Literacy: It
Takes a City

--submitted by Kevin Hoffman

[T — Fellow Downtown Rotarian and
-‘? Madison Superintendent of

e Schools, Dr. Joe Gothard;
e = Becky Kundert, Senior
| - Executive Director of Curriculum

& Instruction; and Sonia
| Spencer, Senior Strategic
Dr. Joe Gothard Sonia Spencer  Partnerships Coordinator
explained how Madison schools
will be meeting literacy goals and curriculum requirements mandated in Wisconsin’s Act
20.

While progress has been made, approximately 60% of students are not proficient
readers for their grade level. The way reading will be taught is based on the science of
reading. Teachers will receive professional development to train the theory, methods, and
measurement of the new approach. This is an important and large-scale initiative, and the
community (including Rotarians!) are encouraged to volunteer to become tutors, mentors,
and partners in this effort. Volunteers can work through several programs and
organizations to serve all age groups.
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Our thanks to Kevin Hoffman, Valerie Renk, and Jessika Kasten for providing these
summary articles for our guest speakers during the month of July. If you missed an
previous Rotary guest speaker presentations, you can watch most of them on our
club's YouTube Channel.

Meet Our Newest Members! et

€

The following joined our Rotary Club on July 8, 2026: 2
Mitch Johnson is President of the International

Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Labor Union 159. He was born in
Madison, and attended University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, where he
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Archaeology. He also
graduated from the Electrical Construction Apprenticeship Program
at Madison College. Mitch founded the La Crosse Chapter of the
Wisconsin Archaeology Society in 2011 and organized a total of
$80,000 of free electrical work for local non-profits. He is a State of
Wisconsin Licensed Journeyworker Electrician. Mitch was awarded
the 2024 Wisconsin AFL-CIO Organizing Award. He enjoys the
outdoors, theater and storytelling, and Dungeons and Dragons.
Rhonda Adams and Lisa Dugdale are his sponsors.

" LaShonda Lewis is Founder and CEO of My Renewal of Hope
Foundation and One Life at a Time Consulting. She also serves
)as a Project Coordinator with the Department of Health Services,

contributing to the Rural Health Transformation Program.
. LaShonda was born in Chicago and moved to Madison in 2016.
She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Hotel, Restaurant, and
Tourism Management from University of Wisconsin-Stout, where
she received the prestigious Samuel E. Wood Medallion of
Leadership Award for outstanding leadership and service. She
has also earned both the Project Management Professional and
Certified ScrumMaster certifications. She is currently pursuing her Entrepreneurial MBA at
William Jewell College. LaShonda has served as Fundraiser Chair and Vice President for
the Urban League of Greater Madison Young Professionals. She enjoys hiking, planting,
reading, and spending time outdoors. She is expanding her recreational interests by

learning how to fish with her 11-year-old son and learning how to golf. Charles McLimans
and Wendy Wink are her sponsors.

Invite Children and Grandchildren to our Rotary Luncheon
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2026 — Park Hotel — 12:10 — 1:05 pm

Invite Children/Grandchildren on August 12: Our Second Century Fellowship Group
would like children and grandchildren to learn more about our Rotary Club and the many
wonderful things we do as well as to see how it has impacted their parents and/or
grandparents, neighbors, etc. As part of that learning process, we invite children and
grandchildren to our 9th annual Bring Your Children/Grandchildren to Rotary
luncheon on Wednesday, August 12, during our regular Rotary luncheon. We will
meet at our usual time with a noon lunch and our meeting running from 12:10 — 1:05 pm at
the Park Hotel. Kids ages 2 to 100 are welcome.

\‘\ PROGRAM: The Bartell Family is planning a fun and interactive segment of
\Jj the meeting for children that will include entertaining music and a Limbo
T Vv game for those interested in participating. Our speaker will be Mike Gomoll
‘*\ = who will talk about Wisconsin’s Music Heritage. From the electric guitar, to
sampling, to clean drums and fuzzy guitars, today’s modern music would not
be the same (perhaps even unrecognizable) without the inventions and creativity of some

Wisconsinites.

Cost: The cost for children ages 11 and under is $14 and children over age 11 and adults
is $24.
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Contact the Rotary office to register your guests by August 11: Text/call 608-255-
9164 or rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org

Membership Recruitment Tools

It's the beginning of a new Rotary Year, so our Membership Recruitment and First Year
Experience Committee wants to share some updated documents we have to help all of us
as we work to bring new members into our Rotary Club.

Our Club’s success results from fostering and maintaining a membership of business and
civic leaders that represent the demographics of our community. This helps us attract still
more leaders and secures the breadth and quality of programs we’ve come to enjoy and
expect. It's the many connections we make with leaders from different sectors that helps
our Rotary Club make things happen in our community.

First, our membership brochure has been updated. We always have a few printed copies
at club meetings, and it available on our website at this link:
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/11965/Documents/en-us/e25a2b83-8430-4145-87f2-
4df0ccOe74e4/1/

This brochure provides consistent and key information about expectations and costs for
anyone who is considering joining our Rotary Club.

We’'ve also updated our Membership Nomination Form, and here is a link to the form on
our website: https://portal.clubrunner.ca/11965/Documents/en-us/8d08844c-36bf-409a-
ab70-2e08bfab171a/1/

We encourage you to review these membership tools and keep them handy. We also
provide one complimentary lunch if you mention upon registration that your guest is a
potential new member. Attending a meeting is a great way for your guest to see what
Rotary is all about and whether they feel it is a good fit.

So, think of a co-worker, a friend, a neighbor or perhaps a family member and invite them
to a Rotary meeting to check us out. Once you have someone in mind, you can use these
documents if you'd like to nominate someone for membership.

If you have questions, feel free to contact the Rotary office.

el iz I S8 CONNECT FOR G0OD Mg

The Rotfary Club of Madison empowers you to Connect,
# Grow and Serve.

We exist to help our members form new, positive and
diverse relationships, grow personally and professionally
while working to make our community and world better
places to live for all.

Learn through our weekly speakers on timely topics.
Volunteer to help with community service projects. Meet
other leaders from a broad cross section of our

L community. Enrich yourself culturally and socially,
personally and professionally.

For those who care about our
community, Rotary is your

opportunity to get involved, START YOUR JOURNEY
make new friends, and create LA AL Rota ry
positive change at home and For more information and to join,
across the world. visit rotarymadison.org
Ofe0
=
Rotary Club of Madison
2 8. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703
608-255-9164 | rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org
(£ ] m )

New Rotary Membership Roster is now available!
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By “} Pick up your copy at the next meeting. You can also view it
cubof Madison online in the members-only section of our website, and the
online version is updated monthly.

Connect. Grow. Serve.

MEMBERSHIP
ROSTER

July 2026

J f
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g ﬁappy Birtfiday, liotarians!

Aug. 1 -- Darrell Behnke -- Adm. Date: 11/3/1999
Financial Institutions-Retired. MRF President 2013-14; Director 2015-17 PHF (3)
Aug. 2 -- Mike Casey -- Adm. Date: 12/4/2013
Consulting-Retired. = Former member in Leesburg, VA (2006-13), Grand Junction, CO
(1994-1995) and Grant Pass, OR (1981-1991) PHF (7)
Aug. 3 -- Jan Hamilton-Crawford -- Adm. Date: 6/4/2025
Health Services. Oakwood Lutheran Senior Ministries, Inc
Aug. 3 -- Terry Murawski -- Adm. Date: 4/6/2022
Financial Institutions. Starion Bank
Aug. 4 -- Malorie Hepner -- Adm. Date: 10/4/2017
Architecture. OPN Architects Former Rotarian at Cedar Rapids, |IA 2011-14
Aug. 4 -- Mike Swanson -- Adm. Date: 10/11/1978
Business Services, Supplies & Technology. AtlantisValley Foods, LLC  PHF
Aug. 6 -- Conor Moran -- Adm. Date: 1/18/2023
Foundations. Madison Public Library Foundation
Aug. 6 -- Jack Zwicker -- Adm. Date: 5/7/2025
Construction. Miron Construction Co., Inc.
Aug 7 -- Paul Baker Prindle -- Adm. Date: 6/26/2024
Cultural Institutions. Madison Museum of Contemporary Art
Aug. 10 -- Christine Beatty -- Adm. Date: 8/23/1989
Consulting. Beatty Endeavors Director 2002-04. President 2004-05. PHF (9)
Aug. 10 -- Carl Hampton -- Adm. Date: 2/28/2024
Education. One City Schools Former member of Club 2018-21
Aug. 11 -- Paul Hoffmann -- Adm. Date: 9/5/2012
Financial Institutions. Lake Ridge Bank Director 2019-21; President 2022-23; MRF
President 2025-26 PHF (7)
Aug. 13 -- Brian Basken -- Adm. Date: 1/5/2011
Engineering. Pearson Engineering, LLC Director 2021-23 PHF (9)
Aug. 13 -- Shirley Baum -- Adm. Date: 1/20/2021
Education-Retired. =~ Former member of club 1988-2002
Aug. 14 -- Connie Thompson -- Adm. Date: 5/25/2022
Cultural Institutions. Monona Terrace Community & Convention Center
Aug. 18 -- Pete Christianson -- Adm. Date: 6/6/2007
Law-Retired.  Formerly Rotarian at Milwaukee 1987-97 PHF (9)
Aug. 19 -- Reed Hall -- Adm. Date: 2/6/2013
Health Services-Retired. = Formerly Rotarian at Marshfield 1977-2012 PHF (4)
Aug. 22 -- Claire Richman -- Adm. Date: 1/4/2023
Law. Richman & Richman LLC
Aug. 23 -- Andrea Kaminski -- Adm. Date: 9/4/2013
Community Services-Retired. Director 2017-19; Club President 2019-20 PHF (3)
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Aug. 23 -- Paul Olsen -- Adm. Date: 5/4/2011
Brokerage & Investments. Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. Inc.  PHF (2)
Aug. 24 -- Kevin Hoffman -- Adm. Date: 4/18/1984 4
Retail-Services & Products. Event Essentials  PHF (9)
Aug. 24 -- Corey Marionneaux -- Adm. Date: 11/1/2023
Community Services. Black Men Coalition of Dane County
Aug. 25 -- Joe Gothard -- Adm. Date: 9/4/2024
Education. Madison Metropolitan School District Former Rotarian at Burnsville, MN
2013-2017 PHF (3)
Aug. 27 -- Ed Hughes -- Adm. Date: 9/7/2022
Law-Retired.  Former member of club 2013-20 PHF (2)
Aug. 28 -- Andrew Seaborg -- Adm. Date: 4/2/2025
Brokerage & Investments. The Capital Group Former member of Madison West
Middleton Rotary 2000-2025 PHF (10)
Aug. 29 -- John Braden -- Adm. Date: 6/6/2018
Colleges & Universities-Administration & Support-Retired. = Formerly Rotarian at
Urbana, IL 1986-1993 PHF (6)
Aug. 31 -- Anthony Gray -- Adm. Date: 9/2/2015
Law. Gray Law, LLC Director 2022-2024, President 2025-26

ROta l'y Connect. Grow. Serve.
Club of Madison

Get Social with Us! Visit www.rotarymadison.org

B 6 (©)

Rotary Club of Madison, 2 S. Carroll St., Ste. 255, Madison, WI 53703
Phone/Text 608-255-9164 Fax 608-255-9007
Email rotaryoffice@rotarymadison.org

Visit our website for more resources: www.rotarymadison.org Resources include links to
weekly meeting videos and our social media communications which include photos from our
weekly luncheons and other Rotary events. If you prefer not to be included in photos we use,

contact the Rotary office to let them know.
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